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282.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Peek, Cllr Mrs Richmond and 

Cllr Mrs Symonds

283.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
RESOLVED:  that Standing Orders be suspended to allow a presentation by Inspector Radwell.

284.
PRESENTATION BY INSPECTOR RADWELL
Inspector Radwell gave comparisons of incidents which had occurred during the period 1 April to 29 October. Burglaries this year were slightly up from 128 last year to 130 this year, with theft from dwellings being slightly down 80 compared with 82.  There had been 33 thefts of vehicles and 62 reported thefts from vehicles, which compared with 39 and 46 respectively for the previous year.  The crime figures for Bishop’s Stortford this year totalled 843, compared with Hertford’s 1,509 reported crimes.  Members were reminded of the changes which had taken place on 1 October 2001, with the nine divisions being reduced to three, details of which had been reported to the last meeting of the Town Council.  Personnel throughout the division was short by approximately 180 and this was expected to rise to 300 by April of next year.  Successful policing had been undertaken throughout the Town.  Havers Estate had proved a problem but this had been addressed by pro-active policing. 

Following the presentation, members raised the following questions:-

Cllr Pinnell enquired whether the police were up to full strength with their special constables.  Inspector Radwell replied that there was no set number of special constables required but currently the complement totalled six with another four currently in training.  It was hoped that by March 2001 the total complement would be approximately 12 in number.

Cllr Engel wished it placed on record that the action taken by the police during the recent flooding was to be commended.

Cllr Gilbert referred to an item which had been reported in the media regarding a new sort of policing for London, ie. neighbour specials, which appeared to be a new concept.  Inspector Radwell replied that neighbourhood warden schemes had been in evidence in other parts of the Country and added that he had no problem with the new idea, provided that control of the system was firmly in the hands of the police.

Cllr Barnes sought clarification on the police position concerning the setting off of fireworks.  Inspector Radwell replied that there was no law against setting off fireworks at any time of the day.  It was appreciated that this could be a noise nuisance and consequently disturbing to the public but no action could be taken.

Cllr Barnes stated that he had noticed vehicles using the bus lane at Havers and on a number of occasions police vehicles had also been seen using this route.  Inspector Radwell confirmed that his officers were allowed to use the lane.

Cllr Miss Woodman questioned whether it was possible for the radar gun to be in evidence in Dukes Ride and added that the indiscriminate parking of a Post Office vehicle near the Tesco roundabout had been evidenced.  Inspector Radwell replied that the matter of the radar gun would be addressed and advised that the Post Office be informed of the parking infringements.

Cllr Wood asked whether Inspector Radwell could confirm the times when traffic wardens ceased their duties as it would appear that after 5.00pm, motorists appeared to be able to park freely.  Inspector Radwell replied that the traffic wardens duties ceased at 6.00pm.  He also stated that in all probability the traffic warden function would become decriminalised with the possibility that in future the duties would become the responsibility of the Local Authority.

Cllr Coldwell referred to the previous meeting when members were told that they would be given the mobile phone numbers of Inspector Radwell and the Community Police Officers.  Inspector Radwell replied that this information would be given to the Clerk.

Cllr Warnell congratulated the Police on their response to being notified that youths were setting off fireworks on the premises of the Shell garage.  Their response time had been three minutes.  

In conclusion, Inspector Radwell was thanked for his attendance.

285.
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 24 SEPTEMBER 2001


To note that Cllr Barnes was in attendance.

Having given effect to the above amendment it was RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Town Mayor.

286.
COMMUNICATIONS

None.

287.
QUESTIONS ASKED PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 24

None.

288.
BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUTE

None.

289.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

(i)
Allotment Committee                                                                     1 October 2001





Min 225 – Access to Allotment Sites – Ward Crescent

Resolved item, delete ‘reinstated’ and insert ‘closed’.





RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received.




(ii)
Silver Leys Committee                                                                   1 October 2001





RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received.




(iii)
Special Meeting of Planning and Environment Committee       2 October  2001





Min 240 – Stansted Airport – Development of Standby Runway





RESOLVED:  that Uttlesford District Council be informed that Bishop’s Stortford Town Council OBJECTS to the application unless the applicants accept a binding legal agreement of a planning condition to the following effect:-

“The standby runway must only be used for aircraft take off an landings when the original/main runway had been taken out of use”.





RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received.




(iv)
Planning and Environmental Committee                                     8 October 2001





RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received.




(v)
Finance and General Purpose Committee                                15 October  2001





RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received.




(vi)
Special Meeting of Planning and Environmental  Committee   16 October  2001





Min 269 – Stansted Airport – Development to Expand Beyond its Permitted Development of 15mmpa TO 25mmpa





RESOLVED:- 

1.   That the Town Council supports the recommendation contained in the report  compiled by the Director of Planning, East Herts District Council, with the inclusion of the various matters referred to in the above 

2.   That a letter of objection  be forwarded to Uttlesford District Council 

3.   The Secretary of State be requested to call in the application in order to hold a public enquiry





RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received.





(vii)
Planning and Environment Committee                                         22 October 2001





RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received.

290.
WORKING PARTIES

Misuse of Drugs and Substances Working Party

Working Party Title

Delete ‘Minutes of the Drugs Working Party’ and insert ‘Minutes of the Misuse of Drugs and Substances Working Party’.

Min 3 – Bid to Provide Outreach Worker for Bishop’s Stortford 

Paragraph 2 – insert the word ‘Prevention’ after Drugs

Min 11 (Line 5) – Any Other Business 

Delete the words ‘Parish Council’ and insert ‘Parochial Church Council’.

Having given effect to the above amendments it was RESOLVED: that the Minutes be received.

291.
YOUTH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on 1 October 2001

RESOLVED: that the Minutes be received.
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