MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

18 DECEMBER 2006
*  Cllr K Armstrong (Town Mayor)
   
* Cllr Mrs J Richardson 
*  Cllr K Barnes




* Cllr Mrs N Symonds
    Cllr A Burlton  




* Cllr R Taylor
*  Cllr P Demonti



            * Cllr K Warnell
*  Cllr R Gilbert




   Cllr Mrs C White
    Cllr P Gray




   Cllr G White (late arrival)
*  Cllr Mrs D Hollebon (Deputy Town Mayor)    *  Cllr M Wood
*  Cllr D Peek





   Cllr Miss C Woodman
*  Cllr L Pinnell




   Cllr J Wyllie
*
denotes present

	421.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Burlton, Cllr Gray, Cllr Mrs White, 

Cllr Miss Woodman and Cllr Wyllie.

	
	

	422.
	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

	
	

	
	None.

	
	
	
	

	423.
	MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
20 NOVEMBER  2006

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 
20 November  2006 be received as a correct record of the proceedings and be signed by the Town Mayor.

	
	

	424.
	COMMUNICATIONS

	
	

	
	i)  East Herts Fund for the Future

	
	To receive letter from Mrs J Mayes regarding the above event and for members to consider entering a team.  Members so interested to notify the Clerk as soon as possible.

	
	

	
	ii)  Partnership Investment Fund

	
	To receive letter from East Herts Council confirming that the Town Council had been successful in securing a Capital Grant to purchase new equipment for the Town Skatepark.  The total grant awarded amounted to £15,000 to be matched funded.

	
	

	425.
	QUESTIONS ASKED PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 24

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	426.
	BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUTE

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	427.
	COMMITTEE REPORTS

	
	

	
	i)   Planning and Environment Committee                         27 November 2006 

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be received.

	
	

	
	ii) Planning and Environment Committee                          11 December 2006

	
	

	
	RECOMMENDED:  417                 

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the Town Council implement a planning policy, that lighting of all outdoor sports facilities, either public or private be extinguished by 11pm

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be received.

	
	

	428.
	WORKING PARTIES

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	429.
	YOUTH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	Minutes of the meeting held on 7 December 2006

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be received.

	
	

	430.
	TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP

	
	

	
	Minutes of the meeting held on 4 August 2006

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be received.

	
	

	
	


	431.
	GRANT APPLICATIONS

	
	

	
	Victim Support Hertfordshire

	
	

	
	An application had been received from Victim Support Hertfordshire seeking a financial contribution in the sum of £200 towards running expenses to provide a service to victims of crime in Bishop’s Stortford.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the sum of £200 be approved

	
	

	432.
	COUNCIL CHAMBER REFURBISHMENT 

	
	

	
	Cllr Mrs Hollebon referred members to the samples obtained for the provision of carpet, curtains and chairs for the Council Chamber refurbishment.  The following were approved:-

	
	

	
	Carpet ……… blue

Curtains ……. blue

Chairs ……… charcoal/rosewood

No internal decoration to the Chamber

	
	

	
	The total cost of the refurbishment amounted to £10,352, of which £5,000 had been budgeted in 2006/2007 with the balance to be included for consideration in the 2007/2008 budget.

	
	

	433.
	ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

	
	

	
	Invitation to the new Police Inspector

	
	Review of Standing Orders

	
	

	434.
	EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

	
	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that in view of the confidential nature of the items to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the meeting

	
	

	435.
	LAND AT HALLINGBURY ROAD

	
	

	
	The Clerk tabled for members information details of a possible land transaction.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the contents of the report be received and the proposal as proffered by the Clerk, be approved and that the Clerk action the matter.

	
	


	436.
	RHODES BIRTHPLACE TRUST

	
	

	
	Members had been circulated with a copy of the Minutes of the Rhodes Birthplace Trust, held on 3 December 2006.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the Town Council make available to the Trustees short term loan facilities up to £100,000 to finance the projected deficit for the financial year 2006/2007

	
	

	437.
	PERSONNEL

	
	

	
	A letter had been received by the Town Mayor from the Clerk requesting that his term of employment be extended for a further four years.  It was decided that the Clerk’s contract of employment be extended but that this matter be further scrutinised by Personnel, Health and Safety Working Party.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that this matter be further discussed by the Personnel, Health and Safety Working Party
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