MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

18 APRIL 2006
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*
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*
denotes present

	555.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Armstrong, Cllr Burlton and Cllr Miss Woodman.

	
	

	556.
	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

	
	

	
	Cllr Mrs Hollebon       
	Personal
	Planning Application 3/06/0311 – 66 Scott Road

	
	
	
	

	
	Cllr Mrs Symonds
	Personal & Prejudicial
	Grant Application - Havers Action Team 

	
	
	
	

	
	Cllr Peek
	Personal & Prejudicial
	Grant Application – Havers Action Team

	
	
	
	

	
	Cllr Pinnell
	Personal
	Grant Application - Town Twinning Association

	
	
	
	

	
	Cllr Gilbert
	Personal
	Grant Application - Town Twinning Association

	
	
	
	

	
	Cllr Mrs Richardson
	Personal
	Grant Application - Town Twinning Association

	
	
	
	

	
	Cllr Barnes
	Personal & Prejudicial
	Grant Application - Town Twinning Association

	
	
	
	

	557.
	REPRESENTATION TO THE COUNCIL BY [Name]

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	558.
	MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20 MARCH 2006

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 20 March 2006 be received as a correct record of the proceedings and be signed by the Town Mayor

	
	


	559.
	COMMUNICATIONS

	
	

	
	i)  Queen Elizabeth II – Birthday Celebrations

	
	The Town Mayor informed members that he would be forwarding a letter to Her Majesty on behalf of the Town Council congratulating her on her 80th Birthday.  A formal commemoration of her Birthday would be discussed by the Town Council in due course.

	
	

	
	ii)  Management Plan – River Stort  

	
	To note that a presentation would take place at Holy Trinity Hall on 4 May 2006.  Members were shortly to receive full details from the Environmental Agency.

	
	

	
	iii)  Youth Council Application

	
	A letter had been received from Miss Joy Davis requesting consideration for her to be allowed to join the Bishop’s Stortford Youth Council.  Miss Davis was a residence of Sawbridgeworth and did not attend any of the Schools in Bishop’s Stortford.  The Clerk referred members to the Constitution of the Youth Council which specifically stated that the Youth Council comprised a group of young people from each of the six secondary schools in Bishop’s Stortford.  No power of co-option was contained in the Constitution.  Under the circumstances, Miss Davis’s request was denied and the Clerk was asked to write to Miss Davies setting out the reason.   
Note:  Cllr Mrs Symonds vacated the Council Chamber during the discussion which took place on this matter.

	
	

	
	iv)  Town Mayor’s Charity Variety Show – Saturday 22 April 2006

	
	To note that the above event would be held at the Rhodes Complex commencing at 7.30pm.

	
	

	560.
	QUESTIONS ASKED PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 24

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	561.
	BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUTE

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	562.
	COMMITTEE REPORTS

	
	

	
	i)   Planning and Environment Committee                                        13 March 2006 

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be received.

	
	

	
	ii)   Finance Committee                                                                        27 March 2006 

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be received.


	
	

	
	iii)  Planning and Environment Committee                                           3 April 2006

	
	

	
	Min 551 – Removal of Telephone Box

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that a letter be forwarded to BT requesting that the payphone at the junction of Piggotts Way and Norfolk Way be removed in order to prevent further acts of vandalism by large groups of youths

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received

	
	

	563.
	WORKING PARTIES

	
	

	
	Playground Working Party                                                                13 March 2006

	
	

	
	Min 4 –To Consider Estimates for Repairs and Maintenance to Play Equipment

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the quotations received from Broadmead Leisure be accepted to:-

	
	
	
	

	
	
	i)
	Provide a wet pour surface under the log cabin for the sum of £5,500

	
	
	
	

	
	
	ii)
	Undertake minor repairs to play equipment in the sum of £1,445

	
	

	
	Town Twinning Joint Liaison Working Party                                  16 March 2006

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received

	
	

	564.
	YOUTH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	Minutes of the meeting held  6 April 2006

	
	

	
	Min 5 – page 1

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that £840 be granted to assist in the funding of the monthly music event payable from the budget carried over from 2005/2006 and that the sum be paid in twelve staged payments.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received


	
	

	565.
	GRANT APPLICATIONS

	
	

	
	i)  Havers Action Team

	
	

	
	Members had been circulated with copy correspondence from the Havers Action Team addressing the issues of concern raised by members when the application came before the Town Council on 20 February 2006.  Whilst the concerns raised had, to a great extent, been addressed, members felt that the grant application could not be discussed without a notice of recession of the previous decision having been received.  In any event, the general feeling was that it would be more appropriate for the Havers Action Team to submit the application to the Brazier Trust for consideration.  

	
	

	
	Note:  Cllr Mrs Symonds and Cllr Peek, having declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in the application, vacated the Chamber during the discussion.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Havers Action Team be advised to re-submit the application to the next meeting of the Brazier Trust.

	
	

	
	ii)  Bishop’s Stortford Town Twinning Association

	
	

	
	An application had been received from Mr Graham Savage, Chairman of the Association, seeking a grant of £508 in respect of defraying the costs of the Annual Joint Business Meeting to be hosted in Bishop’s Stortford over the weekend of 7-8 October 2006.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that a grant of £500 be approved

	
	

	
	Note:  Cllr Barnes, having declared a Personal and Prejudicial interest in the above application, vacated the Chamber during the discussion and voting on this matter.  Cllr Demonti took the Chair in his absence.

	
	

	566.
	FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

	
	
	

	
	i) Accounts paid up to 31/03/06

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the accounts in the sum of £61,740.34 be duly authorised for payment

	
	
	

	
	ii)  Budget Statement up to 31/03/06

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the contents of the statement be received 

	
	

	567.
	TIC REPORT

	
	

	
	The attached report had been compiled by Mrs Jayne Lee, Tourist Information Centre Manager.

	
	

	568.
	CARNIVAL 2006

	
	

	
	Cllr Wyllie gave a verbal update on the current position and he informed members that all was going well with the preparations.  Cllr Wyllie, however, stressed the need for volunteers on the day and in this respect sought the help of both staff and members.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  That the above be noted

	
	

	569.
	ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

	
	
	

	
	Concept and Proposals for Narrow Boat Moorings on the River Stort

	
	

	570.
	EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that in view of the confidential nature of the item to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the meeting

	
	

	571.
	PARISH HALL 

	
	

	
	Members were informed that the Parochial Church Council was now in a position to proceed with its proposals concerning the new Parish Hall and proposals had been received with regard to the future of the Apton Road Day Centre.  

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that Cllr Peek and Cllr G White be given delegated powers to negotiate settlement terms and conditions in respect of the transactions, and for a report to be tabled at a future Town Council meeting

	
	

	572.
	MINUTES OF THE PERSONNEL, HEALTH AND SAFETY WORKING PARTY HELD ON 18 MARCH 2006

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Minutes be received
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