MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

16 JANUARY 2006
*
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   Vacancy
*
denotes present

	417.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

	
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr Peek and Cllr Mrs Hollebon.

	
	

	418.
	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

	
	

	
	Cllr Demonti                Rhodes             Personal and Prejudicial

	
	Cllr Wood                    Rhodes             Personal and Prejudicial

	
	Cllr Mrs Richardson    Rhodes             Personal and Prejudicial

	
	
	

	419.
	REPRESENTATION TO THE COUNCIL BY MR BRIAN EDWARDS

	
	

	
	In order to allow discussion, Standing Orders were suspended.

	
	

	
	The following extract of a letter had been circulated to all members:-

	
	

	
	‘Given the enormous building programme going on in the Town of Bishop’s Stortford at the present time; the Atkins and Cripps site, Furlong Homes on the Gas Board College site and Wilson Bowden around Jackson Square, who currently owns the strategic plan for the Town of Bishop’s Stortford?  Who has determined where we want to be and what we want the Town to look like in 10-15 years time?  I would now add to these the development of the Goods Yard site and the placing of a marina’.



	
	

	
	The expression of members was that there was no overall strategic plan for Bishop’s Stortford and therefore the question of ownership of such a plan was not an issue.  Development of East Herts in overall terms was contained within the County Structure Plan with specific reference to policies in respect of development, planning, social and environmental matters being contained within the Local District Plan. Of concern was that these tried and tested instruments of control had now been undermined by the East of England Regional Plan with decisions on major development in the area, which directly affected Bishop’s Stortford, being taken by the East of England Regional Assembly, an unelected and a remote quango.  This resulted in the diminution in the control once exercised by both the County and District Councils. 

Whilst a modicum of control on development lay with the District Council, the Town Council, being a Parish Council, was less influential with its policies and aspirations for the future of the Town and these were invariably overlooked by the District Council.  However, a reference was made to the importance that the District Council was now attributing to parish plans.  It was felt that this might be the way forward in bringing together in one document the visions of how the members of the Town Council saw the future development of the Town, recognising that the reference to ‘strategic’ development encompassed not only housing but also social and environmental matters.
In conclusion, Mr Edwards was thanked for submitting his letter and he was assured that the matter would be referred to a future meeting of the Council’s Planning and Environment Committee.

	
	

	420.
	MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON  
19 DECEMBER 2005 

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 19 December 2005 be received as a correct record of the proceedings and be signed by the Town Mayor

	
	

	421.
	COMMUNICATIONS

	
	

	
	The Town Mayor wished that it be placed on record his gratitude to Cllr Gray for his donation to the Mayor’s Charity.

	
	

	422.
	QUESTIONS ASKED PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 24

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	423.
	BUSINESS EXPRESSLY REQUIRED BY STATUTE

	
	

	
	None.

	
	


	424.
	COMMITTEE REPORTS

	
	

	
	i)   Planning and Environment Committee                                 3 January 2006 

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting be received.

	
	

	425.
	WORKING PARTIES

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	426.
	GRANT APPLICATIONS

	
	

	
	i)  Home Start East Herts

	
	An application had been received from Wendy Watson, Senior Coordinator of Home Start, requesting a grant in the sum of £10,000 to provide trained home visitor support to eight families in Bishop’s Stortford. 

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that a grant of £1,000 be approved

	
	

	427.
	FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Accounts Paid to 31/12/05

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the accounts in the sum of £50,449.56 be duly authorised for payment.

	
	

	
	ii)
	Budget Statement to 31/12/05

	
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the contents of the statement be received.


	428.
	CONCEPT AND PROPOSALS FOR NARROW BOAT MOORINGS ON THE RIVER STORT 

	
	

	
	The attached letter had been circulated to all members.

	
	

	
	Members noted the reference in the letter to the project costs of the scheme which took no account of any financial consideration in respect of the release of land.  The general feeling was that the matter could not be progressed until an indication had been received from British Waterways as to the likely level of financial consideration.

Cllr Gilbert referred to discussions he had had with Gill Taylor, Groundwork Hertfordshire, who had indicated that Groundwork Hertfordshire would be interested in revisiting the earlier proposals involving development of the river in the area of the Town Meads.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that this matter be deferred to a future meeting

	
	

	429.
	LONDON LUTON AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT

	
	

	
	The Clerk informed members that the Hertfordshire County Council was considering its response to the Consultation document at a meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 17 January 2006 and the East Herts District Council would be considering its response at the Council meeting to be held on Wednesday 25 January 2006.  In view of the tight deadline (27/1/06), the Clerk asked that delegated powers be given to a few members of the Council to agree the Town Council’s response from information gleened from both the above named Authorities.

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that delegated powers be given to Cllr Barnes, Cllr Demonti and 

Cllr Pinnell to approve the Town Council’s formal response

	
	

	430.
	ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

	
	
	

	
	Excessive fees paid for parking at Herts and Essex Hospital

	
	Quality Parish Councils (Up-date)

	
	Carnival 2006

	
	

	431.
	BUDGET 2006/2007

	
	

	
	Members had been previously circulated with a copy of the draft budget compiled by the Clerk and they Resolved that the following amendments be approved:-

	
	

	
	Central Administration

	
	

	
	Staff Training ………………………
	Probable
	1,500
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	1,000
	

	
	

	
	Members’ Training ………………...
	Probable
	800
	

	
	
	Delete
	300
	

	
	
	Revised
	500
	

	
	

	
	Travel Allowance …………………..
	Probable
	1,500
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	1,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Telephone …………………………..
	Probable
	4,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	3,500
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Postage ………………………..........
	Probable
	4,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	200
	

	
	
	Revised
	3,800
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	Printing/Stationery …………………
	Probable
	8,500
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	8,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Hospitality ………………………….
	Probable
	1,500
	

	
	
	Delete
	300
	

	
	
	Revised
	1,200
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Advertising …………………………
	Probable
	2,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	400
	

	
	
	Revised
	1,600
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Computer Systems …………………
	Probable
	1,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	400
	

	
	
	Revised
	600
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Computer Equipment/Upgrade …….
	Probable
	2,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	1,500
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Computer Consultant ………………
	Probable
	2,800
	

	
	
	Delete
	300
	

	
	
	Revised
	2,500
	

	
	Allotments

RESOLVED:  that the Allotment Management Committee be asked to consider undertaking a review of the existing charges.



	
	Cemetery

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Telephone …………………………..
	Probable
	200
	

	
	
	Delete
	50
	

	
	
	Revised
	150
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mobile Phone ………………………
	Probable
	700
	

	
	
	Delete
	50
	

	
	
	Revised
	650
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Staff Amenities …………………….
	Probable
	450
	

	
	
	Delete
	50
	

	
	
	Revised
	400
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	R&M Buildings …………………….
	Probable
	2,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	1,500
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	R&M of Grounds ……………..........
	Probable
	6,500
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	6,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Equipment Tools/Materials ………...
	Probable
	5,500
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	5,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Resurface Old Path …………………
	Probable
	2,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	2,000
	

	
	
	Revised
	0
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Clerk undertake a review of the burial charges for consideration at a future meeting of the Town Council



	
	Grants

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Various …………………………….
	Probable
	21,140
	

	
	
	Delete
	3,020
	

	
	
	Revised
	18,120
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that for future years the level of grant be increased by the rate of inflation

	
	

	
	Charity - H Sworder 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	New Play Equip/ROSPA Mtnc…… .
	Probable
	25,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	5,000
	

	
	
	Revised
	20,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the sum of £20,000 be used solely to provide resilient surfacing under existing equipment and towards new skateboarding facilities

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parks/Pleasure Grounds 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Stortford In Bloom …………………
	Probable
	3,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	2,500
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	East Herts Toilet Agency
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Clerk enter into discussions with East Herts District Council with a view to the Town Council relinquishing the Toilet Agency agreement 


	
	
	
	
	

	
	Ceremonial

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Remembrance Service …………….
	Probable
	1,200
	

	
	
	Delete
	200
	

	
	
	Revised
	1,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mayor’s Chain ……………………..
	Probable
	60
	

	
	
	Delete
	10
	

	
	
	Revised
	50
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Past Mayor Plaque …………………
	Probable
	70
	

	
	
	Delete
	10
	

	
	
	Revised
	60
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Public Amenities

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Public Seats ………………………...
	Probable
	1,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	750
	

	
	
	Revised
	250
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	R&M Office Building ……………...
	Probable
	3,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	500
	

	
	
	Revised
	2,500
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Installation/Removal of Christmas Lights ……………………………..
	Budget
	10,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that this sum be made available only on a match funding basis

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Youth Partnership …………………
	Budget
	17,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  that the Clerk insists that the Herts County Council ensures that the Youth Service secures greater use of the Centre

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sect 137 Rhodes Centre (Capital) ….
	Probable
	
	

	
	
	Add
	25,000
	

	
	
	Revised
	    25,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Rhodes Revenue Deficit ………….
	Budget
	120,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Note:  Cllr Wood and Cllr Demonti vacated the Chamber during the discussion which ensued.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	PCSO ………………………………
	Probable
	15,000
	

	
	
	Delete
	15,000
	

	
	
	Revised
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Tourist Information
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Telephone and Broadband …………
	Probable
	1,600
	

	
	
	Delete
	100
	

	
	
	Revised
	1,500
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Hospitality ………………………….
	Probable
	250
	

	
	
	Delete
	50
	

	
	
	Revised
	200
	


	
	
	
	
	

	
	Town Centre Management 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Hospitality ………………………….
	Probable
	100
	

	
	
	Delete
	50
	

	
	
	Revised
	50
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	RESOLVED:  having given effect to the above amendments the precept 

for the year 2006/2007 was confirmed at £990,475
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