MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 5 APRIL 2004
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532.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Warnell

533.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22 MARCH 2004


RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 22 March 2004 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

534.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Pinnell
   Personal  
Licences



   Personal
Planning Application 3/04/0422/FP – 43 Grange Road 

Cllr Armstrong   Personal
Planning Application 3/03/2471/LB – 22a Hockerill St



   Personal
Licences

Cllr Wyllie
    Personal
Licences

535.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS
i) No objections were raised on the following applications:
	3/03/2471/LB
	Minor internal alterations to first floor only to form residential unit

	
	22a Hockerill Street

	
	Applicant: Mr M Vincent

	
	

	3/04/0422/FP
	Part single storey front extension, first floor side extension and new pitched roofs to existing single storey extensions

	
	43 Grange Road

	
	Applicant:   John Undrill

	
	

	3/04/0440/FP
	Single storey front porch

	
	13 Cannons Close

	
	Applicant: Mr H Sudan

	
	

	3/04/0441/FP
	Two storey side extension

	
	18 Avenue Road

	
	Applicant: Mr T Augustine


	
	

	3/04/0442/FP
	Two storey side extension

	
	30 Kestral Gardens

	
	Applicant:  Amanda O’Donovan

	
	

	3/04/0455/FP
	First floor extension over family room to rear

	
	20 Brooke Gardens

	
	Applicant:  Mr Steve Sitton

	
	

	3/04/0462/FP
	Single storey rear extension

	
	8 Boundary Road

	
	Applicant: Ian Mair and Susan Shepherd

	
	

	3/04/0465/FP
	2no front dormers

	
	12 Weaver Street

	
	Applicant:  Mr & Mrs Manson

	
	

	3/04/0470/FP
	First floor office suite

	
	28 Windhill

	
	Applicant: Judith Wood

	
	

	3/04/0516/FP
	Single storey rear extensions

	
	91 Dunmow Road

	
	Applicant: Mr & Mrs Woon


ii. Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/04/0259/FP
	Erection of 6no 2 bed flats plus open parking

	
	22 Maple Avenue

	
	Applicant: The Croft Group

	
	Reason: The proposal to erect flats in this area of the Town would be totally out of keeping and detrimental to the street scene where there is an emphasis on houses of individual style and design.  As such, the proposed units would change completely the character and architectural structure of the area and would represent an inappropriate over development with insufficient parking provision and set an undesirable precedent.

	
	

	3/04/0362/FP
	Erection of 1 No. dwelling and detached garage 

	
	Land to rear of 62 Havers Lane

	
	Applicant:  KMP Associates

	
	Reason:  

	
	i)
	Detrimental to the surrounding area and to immediate neighbours

	
	ii)
	Dangerous ingress and egress

	
	iii)
	Totally out of keeping

	
	iv)
	Would exacerbate the current traffic problem which already exists on Havers Lane

	
	v)
	Over development of a small site by stealth

	
	vi)
	Removal of mature trees

	
	Comment:  Members requested that this application be decided by Committee and not taken under delegated powers

	
	

	3/04/0380/FP
	Erection of detached cottage

	
	Land to the west of 62 Havers Lane

	
	Applicant:  KMP Associates

	
	Reason:  See 3/04/0362

	
	

	3/04/0423/LC
	Demolition of garages at lower end of Portland Place

	
	Portland Place

	
	Applicant: Harbledown

	
	Reason: Demolition of garages would be contrary to Town Council Policy BS002


	3/04/0426/FP
	Demolition of 8 bedsit units and construction of a purpose build 2 storey block of 8no 2 bed flats.

	
	58 South Road

	
	Applicant: Mr M R Benterman, Chantry Developments (UK) Ltd

	
	Reason: 

1. Detrimental to the street scene

2. Inappropriate development in this area of the town

3. Over development of the site

4. Over looking to neighbouring gardens

5. Increased traffic onto a busy junction

	
	

	3/04/0448/AD
	2 x fascia signs, 1 x projecting sign, 1 x vertical format window sign

	
	Abbey National PLC, 20 – 24 Potter Street

	
	Applicant: Abbey National PLC

	
	Reason: The proposal would be contrary to Town Council Policy BS001, illuminated signage in the Conservation Area would be deemed detrimental to the street scene.

	
	Note:  Members expressed their disappointment that the application was retrospective.

	
	

	3/04/0456/FP
	First floor rear extension

	
	21 Lower Park Crescent

	
	Applicant: Mr and Mrs Nolan

	
	Reason:

1. The proposed extension was deemed to be overbearing in design

2. Loss of light to neighbouring properties

3. Detrimental to the street scene

	
	

	3/04/0504/FP
	Single storey front extension, single storey rear extension and new roof to accommodate master bedroom suite.

	
	7 Maple Avenue

	
	Applicant: Mr and Mrs G Peters

	
	Reason: 

	
	1. The extension would  be overlarge and of an unattractive design.

2. Detrimental to the street scene

3. Over development of the site


	
	

	3/04/0526/AD
	1no internally illuminated fascia and 1no internally illuminated projecting sign

	
	Woolworths PLC, 17-21 Potter Street

	
	Applicant: Woolworths PLC

	
	Reason: The proposal would be contrary to Town Council Policy BS001, illuminated signage in the Conservation Area would be deemed detrimental to the street scene.

	
	Note:  Members expressed their disappointment that the application was retrospective.

	
	

	3/04/0544/FP
	Erection of 145no free market apartments; 63no affordable apartments; surface and basement car parking; associated highway works and landscaping

	
	The former John Dyde Training College, Anchor Street

	
	Applicant: Furlong Homes

	
	Reason:
1. 5–6 storey buildings were considered too high, creating a tunnelling effect along the river, detrimental to its ambiance. 

2. The 5th and 6th storeys would over look directly into properties in Cygnet Court

3. Poor ingress and egress through Anchor Street.  (Although members understood that this would be a short term measure)

	
	

	3/04/0561/FP
	Erection of detached cottage and garage

	
	Land to side of 62 Havers Lane

	
	Applicant: KMP Associates

	
	Reason:  See 3/04/0362


536.
PLANNING DECISIONS
None to date

537.
APPEALS
i)  To note the following Appeals to be determined by the informal hearing procedure:-

3/03/2252/FP

Change of use to hot food shop





9-11 Northgate End 





Appellant:  Mr A Domino Pizza Ltd

538.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING
	i)
	Development at 33-37 Maze Green Road

	
	Developer had recommended ‘The Charter’

	
	RESOLVED:  that Bursers Close be recommended for approval


539.
LICENCES
i.  RESOLVED: that the following applications for Transfer of Justice Licence be noted:-


Iceland PLC, 32 South Street


To:
Christopher Levitt


From: James Francis Windle 


Chicago Rock Café, Station Road


To:
Terry Ma, Amanda Louise Duggan, Phillip Mark Woods and Julie Matthews


From:
Clare Whitehead, Amanda Louise Duggan, Phillip Mark Woods, Julie Matthews


ii.  RESOLVED: that the following application for a Justice Licence be noted:


Café Masala 10 London Road

Applicant: Helal Miah and Adbus Shahid

iii.  RESOLVED:  that a letter be forwarded to Sgt Tim Kelly expressing members concern regarding the granting of a Justice licence to the following premises in view of the poor parking in the area.

M S News, 12 Station Road

Applicant: Mohammed Rashid Sahil

540.
STATION ROAD CAR PARK

Cllr Warnell had requested that the matter of poor lighting in the station car park be brought to members attention, particularly in the rear car park.  He considered that in order to improve security, Network Rail should be requested to install sympathetic lighting in the area.

RESOLVED:


1. that a letter be forwarded to Network Rail requesting that consideration be given to the installation of sympathetic lighting in the car park in order to improve safety and security in the area.

2. that a letter be forwarded to the Police to seek support for the request.

541.
DESIGN OF BUILDINGS – SOUTH STREET

Cllr Pinnell referred members to a document which he had produced setting out various observations with regard to properties in South Street.  Following a discussion and minor amendments members were happy to recommend that the document form the basis of a Town Council Policy (BIS PLAN 003) on the recommended design and features of buildings in South Street.

RECOMMENDED:


that the Town Council adopt the following as BIS PLAN 003


SOUTH STREET – NORTH OF STATION ROAD – CONSERVATION AREA

1 Signs to be externally illuminated or if ‘halo’ design, of low illumination.

2 Signs, illuminated and non-illuminated to be to the scale of the building.

3 Buildings of ridged roofed to be no higher than three storeys or four storeys including roof space with dormer windows.

4 Member would not wish to see buildings of flat roof design in this historic market town.

5 Design of new building should compliment the design, colour and character of the immediate street scene and/or the locality.

SOUTH STREET – SOUTH OF STATION ROAD

1.  Preference for externally illuminated signs, but if internally illuminated to be of

    ‘halo’design of low illumination.

2. Signs, externally illuminated and non-illuminated to be to the scale of the building

3. Buildings of ridged roofed design to be no higher than three storeys or four storeys including roof space with dormer windows.

4. Members would not wish to see buildings of flat roof design in this historic market town.

5. Design of new buildings should compliment the design, colour and character of the immediate street scene and/or locality.

542.
UP-DATED REPORTS

	a)
	Signs in Bishop’s Stortford (first raised 27/10/03)

	
	An email had been received from Chris Radford (HCC) informing members that the Transport Asset Management Department at Highways House had advised members that the Town Entrance sign would be installed later this summer.

	
	

	b)
	Bishop’s Stortford Signal Box (first raised 5/1/04)

	
	Letter sent to Network Rail 9/1/04.  Chased 20/2/04

Letter sent to Mr Welburn to ascertain if criteria for listing applies.  Chased 15/3/04

	
	

	c)
	Poppy Fields - Thorley

	

	A letter had been forwarded to EHDC expressing the Town Council’s dismay at the removal of the hedgerow.  This item could now be removed from future agenda.


543.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

Potholes in roads (Cllr Wyllie)

544.
URGENT BUSINESS

None.
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