MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 9 FEBRUARY 2004


Cllr K Armstrong

*
Cllr K Warnell


*
Cllr K Barnes


*
Cllr G White

*
Cllr P Demonti


*
Cllr Miss C Woodman (Vice-Chairman)

*
Cllr P Gray


*
Cllr J Wyllie (Chairman)

*
Cllr L Pinnell



Cllr R Gilbert (ex-officio)

*
Cllr Taylor


 

* denotes present

422.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Armstrong and Cllr Gilbert.

423.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5 JANUARY 2004


RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 26 January 2004 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

424.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Pinnell
Licences
Personal

425.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS
i) No objections were raised on the following applications:
	3/03/0421/FP
	Conversion of existing barn into 1 No. two bedroom house, extension of existing first floor gable, rebuild wall to rear of existing store.  Erection of five new houses and provision of 9 No. parking spaces

	
	Land between 23 North Street and Basbow Lane

	
	Applicant:  G & D Searing

	
	

	3/03/0422/LB
	Demolition of existing flat roof and rear wall extension of existing first floor gable and rebuild wall to rear of existing store

	
	Land between 23 North Street and Basbow Lane

	
	Applicant:  G & D Searing

	
	

	3/03/1934/FP
	Construction of a 2.5 storey block of 2 and 1 bed flats with 2 storey annexe and basement car park

	
	20-22 Hadham Road

	
	Applicant:  Stephen Howard Homes

	
	

	3/03/2047/FP
	New, 4 court sports hall, library/science block and improvements to coach and car parking arrangements

	
	Applicant:  The Governors, St Mary’s Catholic School

	
	Comment:  Provided consideration was given to the provision of a roundabout at the junction of The Stewarts.


	3/03/2132/AD
	Two internally illuminated poster panels forming an integral part of a bus shelter

	
	Outside 8 South Road, junction with Kimberley Close

	
	Applicant:  Adshel

	
	

	3/03/2160/FP
	Change of use to include MOT testing station within motor vehicle repair workshop

	
	Stortford Car Care, Unit 11, Birchanger Industrial Estate

	
	Applicant:  R W Neve

	
	

	3/03/2466/FP
	Change of use of first floor offices into 1 No. residential unit

	
	22a Hockerill Street

	
	Applicant:  Ellesmere Man Co Ltd

	
	

	3/04/0045/FP
	Telecommunications installation consisting of 1 No. 18 metre monopole, 6 No. antennas and 1 No. 600mm dish and equipment cabinets

	
	Bishop’s Stortford Pumping Station, Hazelend Road

	
	Applicant:  Vodafone 

Note:  Provided consideration had been given to mast sharing.

	
	

	3/04/0057/LB
	To make safe and prevent further deterioration of the building

	
	The Farm House, Foxdells Farm

	
	Applicant:  Napier House

Note:  Members were interested to receive information on the future plans for the building.

	
	

	3/04/0061/OP
	Demolition of existing triple garage.  Erection of new garage and detached house

	
	27 Milliners Way

	
	Applicant:  Allan Brown

Note:  Provided that by building the new dwelling no covenants would be broken regarding the number of dwellings on St Michael’s Mead.  Members were also keen to ensure that the ingress and egress to the property was given further consideration.

This decision was taken following a request for a recorded vote.

Recorded Vote:

For                                      Against                              Abstain

Cllr Pinnell                         Cllr Miss Woodman           Cllr White

Cllr Taylor                          Cllr Gray

Cllr Warnell                        Cllr Demonti

Cllr Wyllie

	
	

	3/04/0075/FP
	Erection of a single storey conservatory upon a dwarf wall

	
	125 Hadham Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs O’Neil

	
	

	3/04/0090/FP
	Single storey rear extension

	
	29 Elm Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr J Page

	
	

	3/04/0092/FP
	Single storey rear extension and new roof

	
	3 Clayponds

	
	Applicant:  Mr A Barker

	
	

	3/04/0093/AD
	1 No. set: Individual leters logo and underline – externally illuminated 

	
	Nationwide Building Society, 8 South Street

	
	Applicant:  Nationwide Plc

	
	

	3/04/0105/FP
	Single storey front extension, two storey rear extension and new roof

	
	7 Maple Avenue

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs G Peters

	
	

	3/04/0118/FP
	Conservatory to rear of property and shed to the side

	
	33 The Meadows

	
	Applicant:  Mr T Hancock

	
	

	3/04/0124/FP
	Single storey rear extension

	
	10 Willow Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs J Edwards

	
	

	3/04/0137/FP
	Side extension to garage 

	
	52 The Paddocks

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Helm


ii. Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/03/2542/FP
	Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 4 No. dwellings 

	
	Stortford Park Cottages

	
	Applicant:  K X Howard Ltd

Reason:

	
	1.
	Access would be via a bridleway.

	
	2.
	Increased traffic in the area could endanger children using the adjacent play grounds.

	
	

	3/04/0036/FP
	Double and single storey extension

	
	9 Prestwick Drive

	
	Applicant:  Mr R Anderson

Reason:

	
	1.
	Detrimental to the street scene by virtue of being of  an unappealing design.

	
	2.
	Over development of the site

	
	

	3/04/0037/FP
	Double and single storey extension 

	
	28 Yeomans Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr R Carling

Reason:  Loss of amenity to neighbouring properties by virtue of the over bearing aspect on the gardens.

	
	

	3/04/0067/FP
	Rear dormer window

	
	15 Abbotts Way

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Bowles

Reason:  Flat roof at first floor level, contrary to East Herts District Plan.

	
	

	3/04/0068/FP
	Single storey rear and side extension and extension to roof to form gable end

	
	41 Cannons Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Mayes

Reason:  Loss of garage and parking space contrary to BS002.

	
	

	3/04/0091/AD
	1 No. internally illuminated fascia and 1 No. internally illuminated projecting sign

	
	Woolworths Plc

	
	Applicant:  Woolworths Plc

Reason:  Contrary to Town Council Policy BS001. The provision of internally illuminated signs is deemed to be detrimental to the street scene and detracts from the overall ambiance of the town.

	
	

	3/04/0099/FP
	First floor side extension, ground floor infill extension

	
	7 Gilbey Avenue

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs M Grace

Reason:

	
	1.
	Out of keeping with the general design of the street scene.

	
	2.
	Two storey extension onto a boundary, creating a terracing effect.

	
	

	3/04/0121/FP
	Alterations to roof and creation of 1 No. front dormer 

	
	6 Skinners Street

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs M Hughes

	
	Reason:

	
	1.
	Creation of extra bedrooms without adequate compensatory parking.

	
	2.
	Dormer window would look directly into the property opposite.


426.
PLANNING DECISIONS
None to date.

427.
APPEALS
None to date.

428.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

None to date.

429.
LICENCES

To note the following applications for transfer of Justice Licence:-


Pizza Express, 25 North Street


From:

Mark Goode and Oliver Pocknell


To:

Richard Robert Kruller and Allan Cook

430.
BISHOP’S STORTFORD TRANSPORTATION PLAN: APTON ROAD PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES

RESOLVED:
that the attached letter from Hertfordshire Highways dated 30 January 2004 be noted.

431.
PROPOSED ROAD WIDENING – WINDHILL

Members had been circulated with a copy of the attached letter from Hertfordshire Highways dated 29 January 2004.  Members commented that in addition to the proposals they would wish to see railings erected on the grass verge, east of the mini roundabout opposite The Firs School and the installation of a roundabout at the junction of The Stewarts in order to reduce the speed of traffic.

RESOLVED:
that the above comments be forwarded to Hertfordshire Highways.

Note:  During the discussion of this item Cllr Barnes arrived at the meeting.

432.
STATION CAR PARK


RESOLVED:
that this matter be deferred to the next meeting.

433.
AMENDMENT TO BS002

Members had been aware of the need to modify Policy BS002 on Garage Conversions in order to include the loss of garage space due to demolition.

RECOMMENDED:
that the wording of Policy BS002 be amended as follows:


BISHOP’S STORTFORD TOWN COUNCIL WILL IN PRINCIPLE OBJECT TO THE LOSS OF GARAGE SPACE BY WAY OF DEMOLITION OR CONVERSION TO LIVING ACCOMMODATION, OFFICE SPACE OR COMMERCIAL USE FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:

The majority of Bishop’s Stortford streets are not designed for on street parking.  The loss of garage space to living accommodation either by way of demolition or conversion to living accommodation, office or business spaces tends to cause extra on street parking and to be detrimental to the street scene.

Vehicles parked on the street can obstruct emergency vehicles thereby endangering life and can endanger life directly by way of obstructing the view of on coming traffic and causing traffic to mount the footway in order to pass freely.

Policy BE7 (2) 4 of the East Herts Local Plan states that “The garage shall be used for the housing of private vehicles and not as additional living accommodation or any commercial activities”.  This policy must be rigorously enforced.  Previously allowed conversions (precedents) must not be allowed to influence current and future decisions.”

434.
DESIGN OF BUILDINGS IN SOUTH STREET

Members were concerned that by comparison to North Street and Potter Street, South Street was not an attractive street and members were disappointed by some of the development  which had been permitted in the area in recent years.  The large building above Halfords was highlighted as one such development considered out of keeping with the street scene.   Members wished to see the whole of South Street treated as an area of special control and proposed to formulate its own policy with regard to dealing with planning applications for South Street.

RESOLVED:
that a memo be forwarded to members of the Planning and Environmental Committee requesting members to consider formulating a policy for dealing with planning applications received for South Street and that the matter be discussed at the meeting to be held on 22 March 2004.

435.
UP-DATED REPORTS

	a)
	Signs in Bishop’s Stortford (first raised 27/10/03)

	
	Letter sent to Hertfordshire County Council requesting more appropriate signs to be erected.  Chris Radford (HCC) was considering the proposal.

	
	

	b)
	Bishop’s Stortford Signal Box (first raised 5/1/04)

	
	Letter sent to Network Rail 9/1/04


	c)
	Telephone Box – Devoils Lane (first raised 26 January 2004)

	
	Letter to BT regarding vandalized telephone box.  Awaiting reply.


436.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

1.  Loft Conversions – To obtain guidance from EHDC for next meeting.

2. Causeway Stream and Poppyfields hedgerow to be added to Updated Reports.

3. Town Council Policy for South Street.  For meeting to be held on 22 March 2004.

437.
URGENT BUSINESS
None.
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