MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 2 AUGUST 2004

*
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138.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Barnes, Cllr Pinnell and Cllr Burlton.

139.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 JULY 2004


RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2004 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

140.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Gray

Personal

Application No: 3/04/1139


Cllr Armstrong
Personal

Application No: 3/04/1307
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   3/04/1421










   3/04/1431










   3/04/1438

141.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS
i) No objections were raised on the following applications:
	3/04/1139/MHT
	Change of use of first floor only to A3 (restaurant) and alterations to entrance and façade.  Installation of new chiller units on roof

	
	First floor, 55 South Street

	
	Applicant:  Mr Christopoulos

	
	Note: An assurance be sought from EHDC that the proposed chiller units were environmentally acceptable

	
	

	3/04/1195/LB/TH
	New shop signage – replace existing signs with same 3 No. sets of acrylic lettering fitted to weatherboarding on stand off  peg batons in white.  Sizes (A) 1900mm x 750mm , (B and C) 1900mm x 1000mm each sign.

	
	11 Bridge Street

	
	Applicant:  Unknown


	3/04/1307/FP/PJC
	New two bedroom detached house

	
	36a Rye Street

	
	Applicant:  Mr K Townsend and Miss G Noyes

	
	

	3/04/1317/FP/LH
	Rear conservatory

	
	9 Woodlands

	
	Applicant:  Mr Conroy

	
	

	3/04/1318/FP/CD
	Rear conservatory

	
	3 Ploughmans Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr Coomes

	
	

	3/04/1334/FP/MHT
	Rear extension

	
	6 Kingsmead Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr R Malyon

	
	

	3/04/1341/FP/SCD
	PVCU rear conservatory

	
	7 The Hedgerows

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Duncan

	
	

	3/04/1362/AD/FB
	Shop sign and projecting sign

	
	Klick Photopoint, 4 South Street

	
	Applicant:  Bowie Castlebank Ltd

	
	

	3/04/1380/FP/LH
	Single storey rear extension

	
	45 Kingbridge Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Brett

	
	

	3/04/1382/FP/PJC
	Erection of two storey rear extension.  Amended scheme

	
	11 Oaklands Park

	
	Applicant:  Mr J Gay

	
	Comment: Attention is drawn to the presence of a first floor window situated on the side elevation but not shown on the plan.

	
	

	3/04/1389/FP/LH
	Two storey side extension

	
	136 Apton Fields

	
	Applicant:  Mr Macklin

	
	Comment:  Whilst not a planning issue members were aware of a land acquisition in respect of the application in order to facilitate the development.

	
	

	3/04/1404/FP/SCD
	First floor rear extension 

	
	21 Half Acres

	
	Applicant:  Mr D Barnes

	
	

	3/04/1405/FP/LH
	First floor rear extension

	
	21 Lower Park Crescent

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Nolan

	
	

	3/04/1419/FP/MHT
	Single storey side extension

	
	2 Squirrels Close

	
	Applicant:  Christopher Edmund Valder

	
	

	3/04/1421/FP/SCD
	Conversion of first floor 2 bed flat into 2 No. 1 bed flats and insertion of rooflight

	
	22a Hockerill Street

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Vincent

	
	

	3/04/1430/FP/SCD
	Insertion of 2 No. front dormer windows

	
	11 Mercers Avenue

	
	Applicant:  Mr Konton

	
	

	3/04/1431/AD/GH
	Non-illuminated and internally illuminated corporate signage

	
	13 Northgate End

	
	Applicant:  Glyn Hopkin

	
	

	3/04/1432/FP/GH
	Erection of a single storey timber framed glazed conservatory upon a dwarf wall

	
	40 Elm Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr Davies

	
	

	3/04/1435/RP/PB
	Redevelopment to form mixed-use scheme (phase 1) incorporating food superstore to retail units (A1 and A3) as an extension to Jackson Square Shopping Centre, together with further retail units (A1 and A3) fronting a public square.  95 No. residential units in three blocks (including 60 No. affordable units).  Construction of new road, infill to river inlet and provision of new public realm around river inlet.  Creation of all associated car parking and landscaping.  All submitted as reserved matters to outline planning permission 3/02/0962/OP dated 19 April 2004.  

	
	Land at and adjacent to Jackson Square, Riverside, Adderley Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr David Ward, Wilson Bowden Developments Ltd

	
	Comment:  Members expressed their concern regarding the parking arrangements to be put into place once the re-development commenced and sought assurance on the details concerning this matter.  Reference was also made to the environmental impact the development would have on the river and the wildlife and sought assurance that a full impact study had been undertaken.

	
	

	3/04/1438/FP/FB
	Four bedroom detached dwelling with double garage

	
	Rear of 38 Hallingbury Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Ballard

	
	

	3/04/1462/FP/MHT
	Proposed subsidence works – re-building part of rear corner of Oak Hall

	
	Flats 1– 9 Oak Hall, Chantry Road

	
	Applicant:  Miss S K Weidman

	
	

	3/04/1481/FP/SCD
	First floor side and rear extension

	
	57 Warwick Road

	
	Applicant:  Mrs H and Mr F Lemery

	
	

	3/04/1484/FP/SCD
	Full single storey side extension.  Part two storey side extension.  Rear conservatory

	
	75 Warwick Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr C Harding

	
	


ii. Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/04/1304/AD/MHT
	Shop fascia sign and projecting sign

	
	25 Potter Street

	
	Applicant:  Stylo Barratt Poperties Ltd

	
	Reason:  The proposal would contravene the Town Council’s Policy BS001.  The plan would also appear to be incorrect in that it suggested that the proposal was in respect of the Abbey Bank.

	
	

	3/04/1335/FP/SCD
	Two storey rear extension

	
	36 The Thatchers

	
	Applicant:  Mr S Pearse

	
	Reason: 

	
	i
	Overshadowing to properties in the immediate vicinity

	
	ii
	Overbearing aspect

	
	iii
	Added noise with loss of amenities

	
	iv
	Inadequate parking facilities with the possibility of on street parking

	
	

	3/04/1394/FP/LH
	Single storey rear extension and alterations to provide granny annexe

	
	45 Dove Close

	
	Applicant:  Mrs R Dickens

	
	Reason: The proposed development would be contrary to the Town Council’s Policy BS002

	
	

	3/04/1413/FP/GH
	Alterations to garage and entrance lobby

	
	23 Boundary Road

	
	Applicant:   Mr and Mrs D Gordon

	
	Reason: The proposed development would be contrary to the Town Council’s Policy BS002.

	
	

	3/04/1434/FP/MR
	Demolition of existing car showroom and erection of 3 No. houses, 21 No. flats with on site parking

	
	123-127 South Street

	
	Applicant:  Croft Homes Ltd

	
	Reason: The proposal would be detrimental to the neighbouring properties by virtue of the sheer volume of residential units being provided and would result overall in a cramped development.

	
	


iii. Withdrawn Application:

To note that the following application had been withdrawn:

	3/04/1142/FP/LH
	Two storey side extension, part roof conversion

	
	47 Hadham Road

	
	Applicant: Mr and Mrs C D Hatton

	
	


iv. No comment was made on the following application:

3/04/1427/FP/CD
   Two storey side extension and conservatory




   1 Hawthorn Rise, Thorley




   Applicant: Mr J Graham

In view of the above mentioned application being situated within the Parish of Thorley no comments were proffered.  It was agreed that Thorley Parish Council  be notified of the Town Council’s deliberations.

142.
PLANNING DECISIONS

None to date.

143.
APPEALS

None to date.

144.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING


Development at Hillside, Boundary Road

Members noted that the developer had suggested No 1-4 Hillside but felt that this would cause conflict with the properties in Hillside Avenue.  It was therefore RECOMMENDED that Boundary Close be offered for consideration.

145.
LICENCES

To note the following applications for Transfer of Justice Licence:-


(i)  Red, White and Blue, PH, Hazel End Road 


From:

Paul Holmes


To:

Paul Holmes and Giles Webberley


(ii)  Chicago Rock Café, Station Road


From:

Terrance Ma, Julie Matthews, Amanda Louise Duggan, Phillip Mark Woods

To:

Terrance Ma, Julie Matthews, Alexander Kinross Saul, Hayley Adell Fletcher


To note the following application for Justice Licence:-

JC’s Coffee Shop, 4 Riverside Walk


To: 

Robert Arthur Stitt

Members were informed that the application was in respect of a licence to authorise the sale of alcohol both on and off the premises, which they  felt to be totally inappropriate for a restaurant.  A general remark was also made to the problems experienced in the 

past regarding underage drinking and behavioural problems associated with the area.  Cllr Demonti agreed to attend the hearing on 17 August to represent the Town Council.

146.
UP-DATED REPORTS

	a.
	Signs in Bishop’s Stortford (first raised 27/10/03)

	
	E-mail received from Mr Chris Radford – sign to be erected in late summer.

Letter sent to Mr Radford asking for illustration of design 15/4/04.  

Mr Batchelor, Hertfordshire Highways, had been supplied with a copy of the Town Crest in order that he can progress this matter 15/7/04.  

The Clerk informed members that he had been advised by HCC that no funding would be available to provide any gateway signs depicting the Town Crest and that should the Town Council wish to pursue this matter then any cost would have to be defrayed by the Town Council.  Reference was made to the various signs provided in Ware and Hertford and other neighbouring towns which were ornate and aesthetically in keeping and requested that details be obtained as to how such signs were provided for, and the cost.  Members felt that expenditure on providing new signs for the town could be considered at the budget meeting later in the year.

	
	

	b.
	Bishop’s Stortford Signal Box  (First raised 5/1/04)

	
	Letter received from Network Rail 24/5/2004 stating that the structure would be boarded up.  

Letter sent to Network Rail requesting that either the signal box be preserved and maintained or demolished (26/5/04).  Chased 21/7/04


	c.
	Lighting in Station Road Car Park (first raised 5/4/04)

	
	Letter to Network Rail asking for lighting in car park 15/4/04.

	
	Letter to Inspector Lawrence asking if he would produce scientific evidence based on crime figures and incident reports (25/5/04).  

To note that a letter had been received from Inspector Lawrence confirming that the crime figures and incident reports as requested would be provided once the necessary research had been carried out.  Chased 21/7/04.

The attached schedule had been received from Inspector Paul Lawrence which members noted.  No response had been received from Network Rail.  Clerk to chase.

	
	

	d.
	Illegal Signage (first raised 24/5/04)

	
	Members were requested to compile a list of the various A boards and illegal signage in the Town, detailing their situation.

Members were informed that the Town Centre Manager had an up to date list of all A boards and illegal signage and that information should be forwarded to Mr Peter Massey with a request that urgent action be taken to seek removal.

	
	

	e.
	Condition of Footpaths and Footways in Thorley Area (first raised 12/7/04)

	
	Letter sent to Nigel Poulton asking for an investigation into this matter (20/7/04).

Mrs Shirley Clark to attend Planning and Environment Committee meeting on 6 September 2004.

	
	

	f.
	Closure of East and West Sections of Parsonage Lane (first raised 12/7/04)

	
	Letter sent to Mr J Wood, Director of Environment, Hertfordshire County Council, asking for the sections of work to run immediately after each other (21/7/04)


147.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

Mrs Shirley Clark, East Herts District Council, to attend meeting on 6 September 2004

148.
URGENT BUSINESS


Lack of grass cutting on footpaths and verge clearance in the following areas:


Great Hadham Road


Bishop’s Park


Hadham Road


St Michael’s Mead
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