MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 26 APRIL 2004
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570.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Taylor

571.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5 APRIL 2004


RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 5 April 2004 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

572.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Pinnell
   Personal  
 Licences



   Personal
 3/04/0567/FP – 100 South Road 

Cllr Armstrong   Personal
 3/03/0536/FP & 3/03/ 0537/LB –22a Hockerill St



    Personal
 Licences

Cllr Wyllie
   Prejudicial
3/04/0657/OP – Atkins & Cripps 95-97 London Road

Cllr Demonti
   Prejudicial    3/04/0591/FP – 148 Barrells Down Road

Cllr White          Personal
3/04/0591/FP – 148 Barrells Down Road

573.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS
i) No objections were raised on the following applications:
	3/03/2522/LB/SD
	Removal of cement-based rendering from dwelling house and replacement with lime-based rendering on wooden oak laths

	
	Stone Hall, Thorley Lane

	
	Applicant:  FPD Savills

	
	

	3/04/0393/AD/LH
	Two additional smaller flagpoles and flags

	
	Bishop’s Stortford Golf Club, Dunmow Road

	
	Applicant:  Bishop’s Stortford Golf Club

	
	

	3/04/0522/FP/SD
	First floor extension above existing double garage

	
	2 Duchess Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs T Botham

	
	

	3/04/0536/FP/SD
	Change of use class to A1 and new entrance door

	
	20-22 Hockerill Street

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Vincent

	
	

	3/04/0537/LB/SD
	Minor internal alterations and new entrance door

	
	20-22 Hockerill Street

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Vincent

	
	

	3/04/0539/FP/LH
	Single storey rear extension

	
	15 Foxley Drive

	
	Applicant:  Mrs T Barber

	
	

	3/04/0550/FP/SD
	Fit three sky lights to loft space, with no structural modifications

	
	7 The Hedgerows

	
	Applicant:  Mr Andrew Duncan

	
	Note:  Members were disappointed to note that the application was retrospective.

	
	

	3/04/0559/FP/PC
	Two storey rear extension 

	
	18 Salters

	
	Applicant:  Mr A Scott

	
	Note: Members requested that the side window be fixed and fitted with obscured glass to protect the amenities of the neighbours.

	
	

	3/04/0567/FP/SD
	Change of use from offices to Osteopathic practice

	
	100 South Street

	
	Applicant:  Mr  Martin Bushell 

	
	

	3/04/0570/FP/GH
	Part single storey, part two storey rear extension

	
	55 Church Manor

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Seymour

	
	

	3/04/0575/FP/PC
	Change of use of ground floor to dental practice

	
	22 The Causeway

	
	Applicant:  Mr Lampros Gidarakos

	
	

	3/04/0591/FP/SD
	Ground and first floor rear and side extensions

	
	148 Barrells Down Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Treadwell

Note: Having already declared a prejudicial interest Cllr Demonti vacated the chamber during the discussion on this item.

Note: Members requested that the neighbouring property be returned to it’s original state if damaged during building works.

	
	

	3/04/0603/AD/SCD
	Wall direction sign to café

	
	4 Riverside Walk

	
	Applicant:  Mr Robert Stitt


ii. Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/04/0345/FP
	Two storey extension

	
	31 Broadleaf Avenue

	
	Applicant:  Mr T Jackson

Reasons:

	
	i)
	The garden of the property would disappear resulting in a total loss of amenity

	
	ii)
	The extension would back onto the house at the rear, causing an overshadowing to the neighbours.

	
	iii)
	Inadequate parking facilities

	
	iv)
	Anti social to the surrounding residents

	
	

	3/04/0561/FP/MHT
	Erection of detached cottage and garage

	
	Land to side of 62 Havers Lane

	
	Applicant:   KMP Associates

	
	Reasons:

	
	i)
	Detrimental to the surrounding area and to immediate neighbours

	
	ii)
	Dangerous ingress and egress

	
	iii)
	Totally out of keeping

	
	iv)
	Would exacerbate the current traffic problem which already exists on Havers Lane

	
	v)
	Over development of a small site

	
	vi)
	Removal of mature trees

	
	Note:  Members requested that this application be decided by Committee and not taken under delegated powers

	
	

	3/04/0305/FP/PC
	Single and double storey extension 

	
	50 The Meadows

	
	Applicant:  Mr Peter Noble

	
	Reasons:

	
	i)
	Over development of the site

	
	ii)
	Not in keeping with the street scene

	
	iii)
	Loss of parking.  The building of the extension would create dangerous parking on a sharp bend.

	
	

	3/04/0657/OP/MHT
	Outline Planning Permission for erection of 130 apartment dwellings, erection of 2 No. commercial (B1) office buildings, undercroft car park, sub-station and domestic refuse enclosure

	
	Atkins & Cripps Ltd, 95-97 London Road

	
	Applicant:  Allied Property and Leisure Ltd

	
	Reasons:

	
	i)
	Dangerous ingress and egress.  The entrance to the site was deemed too be small for such a large development,  especially as the entrance was shared with a public house and situated on a dangerous bend.

	
	ii)
	The proposed high density housing would create a chasm along the river.  Members requested that no building along the river should exceed three storeys.

	
	iii)
	Inappropriate development of the site.

	
	iv)
	Insufficient parking for apartments.

	
	

	
	Note:  Having already declared a prejudicial interest, Cllr Wyllie vacated the chamber during the discussion on this item.

	
	Note:  Members requested that the proposed development be including in the brief of the EHDC Project Team to ensure the 

co-ordination of the various developments within Bishop’s Stortford.


iii. The following applications were noted:

3/04/0258/FP/MR
Erection of 2no 5 Bed detached houses with integral garages




11 Haycroft




Applicant: The Croft Group

3/04/0527/FN/PC
Classroom Block (Renewal of permission granted under ref: 3/01/0692/FP


Hockerill Anglo European College


Applicant: Hockerill Anglo European College

574.
PLANNING DECISIONS
RESOLVED:
that the attached list of planning decisions issued by EHDC be noted.

575.
APPEALS

Appeal to be determined by written representation procedure:-


3/03/2183/FP

B1 Office unit 196 square metres





Land off Raynham Road





Appellant:  Classic Manor Estates Ltd

RESOLVED: that the appeal be noted.


Notification of change of Appeal:-


To note that the following Appeal will be heard by the informal hearing procedure:-


3/03/2252/FP/TH
9-11 Northgate End





Appellant:  Domino’s Pizza Group Ltd





Date:  11 August 2004





Time:  10.00am





Venue:  The Council Offices (Conference Room).  

              East Herts District Council, The Causeway

RESOLVED: that the hearing date be noted and that Cllr Pinnell attend as a representative of the Town Council

576.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

None to date.

577.
POTHOLES IN ROADS

Cllr Wyllie advised members that he had noted large potholes appearing in some roads in the town and in particular in Bridge Street.  Cllr Barnes pointed out that there was a problem with many of the roads in Bishop’s Stortford because they were made of concrete and repairs did not adhere to the surface satisfactorily.   Cllr Barnes did however draw members attention to the Herts Direct website, which provided a very good reporting procedure for road defects along with a good response from the County Council.  

578.
UPDATED REPORTS

	a.
	Signs in Bishop’s Stortford (first raised 27 October 2003)

	
	E-mail received from Chris Radford sign to be erected in late summer.

Letter sent to Mr Radford asking for illustration of design 15/4/04

	
	

	b.
	Bishop’s Stortford Signal Box  (First raised 5/1/04)

	
	Letter to Network Rail asking if any plans have been made for the structure 10/1/04. Chased 15/3/04. Chased 

	
	Letter to Mr Welburn asking if criteria is met for listing signal box 27/1/04.  Chased 15/3/04.  Reply received 15/4/04.  Copied to members 15/4/04

	
	

	c.
	Lighting in Station Car Park (First raised 5/4/04)

	
	Letter to Network Rail asking for lighting in car park 15/4/04

	
	Letter to Inspector Lawrence asking for support regarding this issue 15/4/04


579.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

None

580.
URGENT BUSINESS


Flag of St George

Cllr Warnell was disappointed that the Town Council did not fly the flag of St George on St George’s Day.  

Causeway Stream

Cllr Pinnell requested that a letter be forwarded to the District Council requesting a start date for works on the Causeway Stream.

Planning Permissions – Delegated Powers

Cllr Wyllie requested that a letter be forwarded to Miranda Steward, (EHDC) seeking clarification as to who was responsible for signing off planning permissions under delegated powers following the departure of the Assistant Director of Development Control.  Additionally, members expressed their concern that the current system of signing off planning permissions did not appear to be serving Bishop’s Stortford well and requested that Peter Biggs be invited to attend a future meeting of the Committee to explain the current procedure.
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