MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 12 JULY 2004


Cllr K Armstrong

*
Cllr K Warnell  (Chairman)

*
Cllr K Barnes


*
Cllr Miss C Woodman

*
Cllr P Demonti (V/Chair)
*
Cllr J Wyllie 

*
Cllr P Gray



Cllr A Burlton (ex-officio)

*
Cllr L Pinnell



Vacancy

*
Cllr Taylor


 

* denotes present

109.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Armstrong.

110.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28 JUNE 2004



To note that Cllr Armstrong was not present.

RESOLVED:  that having given effect to the above amendment, the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2004 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

111.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllr Demonti         
Personal 
Application No. 
3/04/1104/FP/SCD









3/04/1168/FP/CD









3/04/1228/FP/PJC









3/04/1244/FP/MHT









3/04/1255/FP/PJC

Cllr Taylor

Personal 
Application No. 
3/04/0993/AD/SCD




Prejudicial
Application No.
3/04/1194/AD/TH

Cllr Pinnell

Personal
Application No. 
3/04/1228/FP/PJC

112.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS
i) No objections were raised on the following applications:
	3/04/1104/FP/SCD
	Convert  existing detached chalet bungalow to 2 No. semi-detached chalet bungalows

	
	120 Nursery Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr C R Green

	
	

	3/04/1110/FP/CD
	Two storey rear extension

	
	10 Cranwell Gardens

	
	Applicant:  Mrs J Sutherland


	
	

	3/04/1130/FP/LH
	Single storey front extension.  Front elevation modifications

	
	289 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant: K Sauvary

	
	

	3/04/1141/FP/LH
	3 No. 3 storey house

	
	31 Elm Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr P Dobson

	
	

	3/04/1148/FP/PJC
	Two storey front extension, single storey rear extension, convert integral garage and new detached garage

	
	48 Larksway

	
	Applicant:  Mr K Allen

	
	Note:  On the condition that the new garage is built at the same time as the alterations are made to the integral garage

	
	

	3/04/1155/FP/GH
	Two storey side extension and front and rear single storey extensions

	
	19 Lower Park Crescent

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Tindale

	
	

	3/04/1156/FP/LH
	Ground floor rear extension.  Two storey side extension.  Front porch and conservatory

	
	48 Norfolk Way

	
	Applicant:  Mr Peerum

	
	

	3/04/1168/FP/CD
	Single storey rear conservatory

	
	32a Chantry Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Thompson

	
	

	3/04/1174/FP/LH
	Installation of 3 x new antennas on existing tripods on rooftop of Telephone Exchange building 

	
	Telephone Exchange building, Station Road

	
	Applicant:  O2 Ltd

	
	

	3/04/1184/FP/CD
	Single storey extension and new pitched roof

	
	95 Parsonage Lane

	
	Applicant:  Mr R Liddle

	
	

	3/04/1185/FP/PJC
	Two storey rear extension (amended scheme)

	
	18 Salters

	
	Applicant: Mr A Scott

	
	

	3/04/1194/AD/TH
	Non-illuminated signage (part retrospective)

	
	11 Bridge Street

	
	Applicant: Kate Cooper, Coopers of Stortford

	
	Note:  Having already declared a prejudicial interest, Cllr Taylor vacated the Chamber during discussions on this item

	
	

	3/04/1215/FP/SCD
	Double and single storey extensions

	
	10 Twyford Gardens

	
	Applicant:   Mr and Mrs M Gray

	
	

	3/04/1228/FP/PJC
	Erection of stable block, private riding area and change of use of land 

	
	Hadham Lodge

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs P James

	
	

	3/04/1233/FP/PJC
	Two storey rear and single storey front extension

	
	6 Pryors Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Nagle

	
	

	3/04/1244/FP/MHT
	Erection of 9 residential apartments in 3, 2 and 1 storey, bin and bike store and parking area

	
	Lewis Peasley Builders Merchants, Stortford Hall Park

	
	Applicant:   Weston Homes Plc

	
	

	3/04/1245/FP/PJC
	Two storey/single storey rear extension and car port

	
	7 Chinnery Hill

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs M Nelson

	
	

	3/04/1261/FP/FB
	Demolition of existing buildings and construction of 4 No. dwellings

	
	Stortford Park Cottages

	
	Applicant:  K X Howard Limited

	
	

	3/04/1262/FP/PJC
	Erection of one new house

	
	4 Cannons Close

	
	Applicant:  Geoffrey Shaw

	
	

	3/04/1276/FP/PJC
	Two storey side extension

	
	122 Nursery Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Osgood

	
	

	3/04/1283/FP/CD
	Provide external escape stair suitable for ambulant disabled persons use

	
	Abbeyfields, Cricketfield Lane

	
	Applicant:  The Abbeyfield Bishop’s Stortford Society

	
	

	3/04/1284/FP/SCD
	Extension and new garage to existing house

	
	Northrepps, 12 Westfield Road

	
	Applicant:  S W Smith c/o TES Associates (Agent)

	
	

	3/04/1291/FP/CD
	Single storey conservatory, brickwork to match existing white PVC frames 

	
	9 The Hedgerows

	
	Applicant:  Mr G Shackleton

	
	

	3/04/1294/FP/CD
	Single storey rear extension

	
	18 Drovers Way

	
	Applicant:  Mr K Edgson

	
	

	3/04/1296/FP/MHT
	Two storey side extension. Extended porch

	
	1 Blair Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs S Elliot


	
	

	3/04/1298/FP/MHT
	Mixed use as car repair and service workshop (class B2) and for car sales 

	
	Unit 1, Birchanger Industrial Estate

	
	Applicant:  R E M Properties Ltd

	
	

	3/04/1320/FP/CD
	Two storey side extension

	
	19 South Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs R Turner

	
	

	3/04/1239/FP/CD
	Single storey front porch

	
	15 Wharf Road

	
	Applicant:  Mark Buttery


ii. Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/04/0258/FP/MR
	Erection of 2 No. 5 bedroom detached houses with integral garages 

	
	11 Haycroft

	
	Applicant:   The Croft Group Ltd

	
	Reason:  The proposal would represent an over development of an extremely tight site, which would have an over bearing aspect on the properties currently situated on either side

	
	

	3/04/0746/FP/CD
	Conversion of garage to habitable accommodation

	
	3 The Thatchers

	
	Applicant: S Roscoe

	
	Reason:  The loss of garage space to living accommodation could lead to on street parking and be detrimental to the street scene

	
	

	3/04/0993/AD/SCD
	Summer Fayre Banner, Motor Show Banner

	
	A120 Bishop’s Stortford Tesco Roundabout

	
	Applicant:  Charles Cage, St Mary’s Catholic School

	
	Reason:  

	
	i)
	The sign being positioned on a busy roundabout would be a distraction to motorists

	
	ii)
	Permission for such signage would set an undesirable precedent

	
	

	3/04/1105/FP/PJC
	Re-roof main housing to provide accommodation in roof area and single storey extension to rear

	
	210 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Vincent

	
	Reason:  

	
	i)
	Height of roof would be a dominating aspect on the surrounding area

	
	ii)
	Out of keeping with the area


	
	

	3/04/1135/FP/CD
	Single storey extension  

	
	6 Prestwick Drive

	
	Applicant:   Mr S Foster

	
	Reason:  

	
	i)
	The expanse of blank wall would be an overbearing aspect for residents of No. 8 Prestwick Drive

	
	ii)
	Overshadowing to residents of No. 8 Prestwick Drive

	
	

	3/04/1151/FP/SCD
	Change of use of a room and bathroom for running a Nutrition Consultation Clinic

	
	5 Badgers

	
	Applicant:  Sylvia and Peter Abu-Jabir  

	
	Reason:  

	
	i)
	Inappropriate business use in a residential area which would set an undesirable precedent

	
	ii)
	The situation of the house opposite the end of a cul-de-sac would cause difficult ingress and egress

	
	

	3/04/1250/FP/LH
	Loft conversion and new access stairs.  New bay window

	
	188 Dunmow Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr L Brittain

	
	Reason:  

	
	i)
	Flat roof on second floor

	
	ii)
	There was no parking provision in what is an already overcrowded area for traffic

	
	iii)
	Over development of site

	
	iv)
	Out of keeping with the area

	
	

	3/04/1255/FP/PJC
	Proposed new garage

	
	Willow Springs, Hadham Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr B Penman

	
	Reason:  The unnecessary height of the ridged roof of the garage would be dominating aspect in the area

	
	

	3/04/1258/AD/MHT
	Fascia sign

	
	Charrington House, The Causeway

	
	Applicant:  Deynacourt Ltd c/o Derrick Wade Waters (Agent)

	
	Reason:  The size and colour scheme of the signage would be detrimental to the surrounding area

	
	

	3/04/1279/FP/MHT
	Second storey extension and conservatory

	
	22 South Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr T Black

	
	Reason: 

	
	i)
	The proposed extension would be over bearing to the neighbour at No. 24 South Road

	
	ii)
	Loss of light to kitchen of No. 24 South Road


iii. The following application was deferred:

	3/04/1142/FP/LH
	Two storey side extension, part roof conversion

	
	47 Hadham Road

	
	Applicant:   Mr and Mrs C D Cattan

	
	Reason:  There appeared to be a boundary dispute on this application.  Members wished to defer the application until the boundary dispute was resolved


113.
PLANNING DECISIONS

To note the following Planning decisions issued by East Herts District Council.

114.
APPEALS

The following Appeals were noted:-


3/03/1419/FP

71 Rye Street

Appellant:  Mr G Bray

Appeal Allowed


3/03/1757/FP

9 Chantry Road





Appellant:  Mr and Mrs Smith





Appeal Allowed
115.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING


None to date.  
116.
LICENCES

None to date.

117.
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO FOOTPATH LIGHTING
Members had been circulated with the attached letter from Mr Paul Harris, East Herts District Council.

RESOLVED:  Members noted the contents of the letter and agreed to advise Mr Harris direct of any footpaths which they considered to be in need of additional lighting.

118.
CONDITION OF FOOTPATHS AND FOOTWAYS IN THORLEY
Members had received several complaints, either direct or via Saturday Surgery, concerning the overgrown condition of many of the footpaths in the Thorley area.  Members were aware that some of the footpaths remained unadopted and were therefore not the responsibility of East Herts District Council and that others were the responsibility of two separate departments within Hertfordshire County Council.  Nevertheless, members were aware that there was a problem with the cutting schedules of the contractors at East Herts District Council and were most concerned that the overgrown hedgerows represented a danger to the public.  

Members requested that Mrs Shirley Clark, East Herts District Council, be invited to attend a future meeting of the Planning and Environment Committee to explain the current problem and that a letter be forwarded to Cllr Nigel Poulton, Executive Member, East Herts District Council, requesting that immediate action be taken to rectify the situation.

119.
UP-DATED REPORTS

	a.
	Signs in Bishop’s Stortford (first raised 27/10/03)

	
	E-mail received from Mr Chris Radford – sign to be erected in late summer.

Letter sent to Mr Radford asking for illustration of design 15/4/04.  

To chase.

	
	

	b.
	Bishop’s Stortford Signal Box  (First raised 5/1/04)

	
	Letter received from Network Rail 24/5/2004 stating that the structure would be boarded up.  

Letter sent to Network Rail requesting that either the signal box be preserved and maintained or demolished (26/5/04).  To chase.

	
	

	c.
	Lighting in Station Road Car Park (first raised 5/4/04)

	
	Letter to Network Rail asking for lighting in car park 15/4/04.

	
	Letter to Inspector Lawrence asking if he would produce scientific evidence based on crime figures and incident reports (25/5/04).  

To note that a letter had been received from Inspector Lawrence confirming that the crime figures and incident reports as requested would be provided once the necessary research had been carried out.  To chase.

	
	

	d.
	Illegal Signage (first raised 24/5/04)

	
	Members were requested to compile a list of the various A boards and illegal signage in the Town, detailing their situation.


120.
URGENT BUSINESS

Closure of East and West Sections of Parsonage Lane

Cllr Pinnell requested that assurance be sought from Herts Highways, that the closure of both east and west sections of Parsonage Lane run immediately after each other.

121.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA

None.
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