MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 

22 NOVEMBER 2004

*
Cllr K Armstrong

*
Cllr K Warnell  (Chairman)

*
Cllr K Barnes


*
Cllr Miss C Woodman

*
Cllr P Demonti (V/Chair)
*
Cllr J Wyllie 

*
Cllr P Gray



Cllr A Burlton (ex-officio)

*
Cllr L Pinnell



Vacancy


Cllr Taylor


 

* denotes present

322.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Taylor.

323.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8 NOVEMBER 2004


RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 8 November 2004 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

324.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Armstrong
Personal 
Application No. 3/04/2145/FP/MHT







Application No. 3/04/2204/FP/FB


Cllr Demonti

Personal 
Application No. 3/04/2145/FP/MHT


Cllr Gray

Prejudicial
Application No. 3/1839-04


Cllr Pinnell

Personal
Application No. 3/04/2141/AD/LH










325.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS
i) No objections were raised on the following applications:
	3/04/2115/FP/SCD
	Formation of rear dormer window and conversion of loft

	
	11 Blenheim Court

	
	Applicant: Mr and Mrs Evans

	
	

	3/04/2145/FP/MHT
	Erection of rear conservatory

	
	Plot 4 Hillside, Boundary Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr C Green

	
	

	3/04/2146/FP/CD
	Single storey rear extension to existing office

	
	48-50 Hockerill Street

	
	Applicant: Evrolet Ltd

	
	

	3/04/2169/FP/PJC
	Detached garage

	
	48 Larksway

	
	Applicant: Mr K Allen

	
	Noted:  Members expressed concern that the proposed garage appeared to be built on a public turning point.


	
	

	3/04/2170/FP/SCD
	Single storey rear extension to garage forming utility area

	
	25 Broadleaf Avenue

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Strachan

	
	

	3/04/2180/FP/SCD
	Single storey rear extension

	
	16 Lincoln Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs R Lawes

	
	

	3/04/2181/FP/LH
	Single storey rear extension

	
	15 Hadham Grove

	
	Applicant: Mr A Poulton

	
	

	3/04/2223/FP/CD
	Two storey side extension to existing dwelling

	
	1 Pryors Close

	
	Applicant: Mr Richard James

	
	

	3/04/2226/AD/CD
	Externally illuminated signs – 1 x fascia lettering ‘Zizzi’, 

1 x hanging projecting sign, 2 x menu box signs

	
	14 Market Square

	
	Applicant:  Ask Restaurant


ii. Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/04/1969/FP/MHT
	Demolition of existing properties and erection of 12 No. 2 bed flats

	
	30-34 Elizabeth Road

	
	Applicant: Grange Builders

	
	Reason:

	
	i)   Gross over intensification of the site

	
	ii)  Generation of traffic onto Elizabeth Road

	
	iii) A three storey development would be totally incongruous and would set an undesirable precedent for future development of the area.

	
	

	3/04/2141/AD/LH
	Non-illuminated fascia sign

	
	Belvoir Lettings, 39 Hockerill Street

	
	Applicant:  Jeff Turnball

	
	Reason:

	
	i)  Sign too large.  Detrimental to the Listed Building

	
	ii)  Lettering out of keeping with the Listed Building

	
	

	3/04/2172/FP/GH
	Erection of 2 No. dwelling houses and double garage

	
	Reason:

	
	i)  Detrimental to the street scene, in what is a predominately Victorian street

	
	ii)  Over development of the site

	
	iii) Lack of amenity land for proposed dwellings

	
	iv)  The development would result in the loss of four mature trees

	
	Note: East Herts District Council was asked to consider the rear access implications for the residents of 37a Jubilee Cottages


	
	

	3/04/2179/FP/MHT
	Extension to convert chalet bungalow to 1.5 storey house.  Single storey rear extension

	
	22 Thorley Hill

	
	Applicant:  Wayne Gent

	
	Reason:

	
	i)  Detrimental to the neighbour at No 24 Thorley Hill by virtue of serious loss of light

	
	ii)  Out of keeping with the street scene

	
	iii)  Over development of the site.


	3/04/2204/FP/FB
	Demolish existing car showroom and erection of 3 No. houses and 21 No. flats with car parking

	
	123 – 127 South Street

	
	Applicant: Croft Homes Ltd

	
	Reason:

	
	i)  Over development of the site

	
	ii) Out of keeping with the Victorian buildings in Stort Road and Wharf Road

	
	iii) The height of the proposed building was considered inappropriate in the area

	
	iv)  Increase of traffic flow in Wharf Road

	
	v)  The proposed building was of an unacceptable design

	
	Note:  The proposal would exacerbate the parking problems which currently exist.



iii.   the following application was noted:

3/1839-04

Proposed classroom block, replacement hard play area and additional





parking spaces to enable creation of a 2FE Primary School at the Firs





School, Scott Road.





The Firs School, Scott Road





Applicant: Hertfordshire County Council

Note:  Having already declared a prejudicial interest, Cllr Gray vacated the chamber during the discussion on this item.

326.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members had been circulated with the attached list of planning decisions issued by East Herts District Council and were disappointed to note that the District Council continued to grant permission for the conversion of garages to living accommodation despite the objection of the Town Council.  Members requested that a letter be forwarded to East Herts District Council expressing members concern at the generation of on-street parking as a result of the conversion of so many garages.

RESOLVED: that planning decisions be noted.

327.
APPEALS
To note the following Appeals to be determined by the written representation procedure:-

3/04/1279/FP/MHT
Second storey extension and conservatory

22 South Road

Appellant: Mr Joseph Black

3/04/1556/FP/SCD
Erection of detached building to house, two residential flats with two car parking spaces





Land adjacent to 24 Elm Road





Appellant:  Unknown

328.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

None to date.

329.
LICENCES

None to date.

330.
ADDITIONAL BSTC PLANNING POLICIES

(a) Plot Developments

RESOLVED:  that this item be deferred.

(b) Retrospective Applications

RESOLVED:  that this item be deferred.

(c)  Telecommunication Masts

Members had been circulated with a draft policy prepared by Cllr Warnell.  Members amended the proposed policy as attached and requested that the document be viewed by the Council’s Solicitor, prior to formal recommendation to the Town Council.

RECOMMENDED:
 that the attached document on telecommunication masts be adopted as BSTC Planning Policy 005.  (Provided the Council’s Solicitor had approved the wording of the document.)

331.
MARKET REPORT
RESOLVED:
that this item be deferred

332.
CONSULTATION DRAFT OF THE SPEED MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
Members had been circulated with a copy of the attached Consultation Document.  Members stated that only one in ten accidents was caused by speeding and that the majority of accidents were caused by dangerous driving.  Members felt that police enforcement was the key to road safety and not speed cameras and speed cushions and other traffic calming measures, which they considered could be a cause of accidents, e.g. drivers checking their speedometers as opposed to watching the road.  The proliferation of road signs was also considered a hazard.  

Members welcomed the ‘Home Zone’ proposals but felt that these would only work if the police were available to take enforcement action.  Members were disappointed at the lack of proposed restrictions on rural roads at the entrances to towns and villages and felt that a ‘countdown’ of speed in these areas would be advisable, instead of the instant dropping of speed from 60mph to 30mph at the entrance to villages etc.

RESOLVED:
that the above comments be forwarded to Hertfordshire Highways.

333.
UP-DATED REPORTS
	a.
	Illegal Signage (first raised 24/5/04)

	
	Letter sent to Mr Day, Planning Enforcement Officer (East Herts District Council) on 28/9/04. To receive attached letter, dated 30/9/04.  Letter to Cllr Mrs Mary Bayes seeking support.  Reply circulated 15/11/04.  Members requested that a further letter be sent to Cllr Mrs Bayes inviting her to view the proliferation of A boards in the town. 


334.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
· Additional Bishop’s Stortford Town Council Planning Policy (Cllr Warnell)

eg:   Plot Developments

       Retrospective Planning Applications

· Market Development (Cllr Demonti)

335.
URGENT BUSINESS 

Market Square

Members expressed concern at the areas of tarmac in Market Square and requested that a letter be forwarded to Hertfordshire Highways seeking reimbursement for the cost of the repair.

Fyfe Wilson Site

Cllr Warnell expressed his concern at the overgrown state of the site and requested that a letter be forwarded to the owner of the site, requesting that the land be tidied up as a matter of urgency.

Christmas Lights

Cllr Demonti stated that several members of the public had commented to him on how pleasing the Christmas lights were this year and he wished to pass on his congratulations and thanks to the Town Centre Manager for her hard work.
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