MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 

4 OCTOBER 2004


Cllr K Armstrong

*
Cllr K Warnell  (Chairman)

*
Cllr K Barnes


*
Cllr Miss C Woodman

*
Cllr P Demonti (V/Chair)

Cllr J Wyllie 

*
Cllr P Gray



Cllr A Burlton (ex-officio)

*
Cllr L Pinnell



Vacancy

*
Cllr Taylor


 

* denotes present

203.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Wyllie.

204.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6 SEPTEMBER 2004


RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2004 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

205.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Gray

Personal


Application No: 3/04/1732/LC/MHT

206.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS
i) No objections were raised on the following applications:
	3/04/0247/FP/MHT
	Change of use to first and second floors

	
	26 South Street

	
	Applicant: S J Rought Whitta, The Outdoor Group Ltd

	
	

	3/04/1538/AD/MHT
	Hoarding and shop sign

	
	6 Station Road

	
	Applicant:  Faruk Miah

	
	

	3/04/1540/FP/MHT
	Hoarding and shop sign

	
	6 Station Road

	
	Applicant: Faruk Miah

	
	

	3/04/1597/FP/CD
	Two storey extension

	
	3 – 5b, Twyford Gardens

	
	Applicant:  Connor Construction Ltd

	
	

	3/04/1740/FP/GH
	First floor rear extension 

	
	19 Lower Park Crescent 

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Tindale


	
	

	3/04/1772/FP/SCD
	Two storey extensions and double garage

	
	10 Thorn Grove

	
	Applicant:  Mr I Jack

	
	

	3/04/1780/FP/LH
	Conservatory

	
	5 The Meadows

	
	Applicant:  Mr King

	
	

	3/04/1818/FP/CD
	Single storey side and rear extension with two storey stair access

	
	11 Trinity Street

	
	Applicant:  Emma Cotterall & Vassilis Siriotis

	
	

	3/04/1825/FP/CD
	Erection of conservatory to side

	
	27 Marlborough Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Queeney

	
	

	3/04/1826/FP/CD
	Erection of two storey extension – amended scheme

	
	8 Hawthorn Rise

	
	Applicant:  Mr L Askem


	3/04/1828/FP/PJC
	Single storey rear extension linking ex. House to pool building

	
	273 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Tate

	
	

	3/04/1840/FP/FB
	4 bed detached dwelling with double garage

	
	36 Hallingbury Road

	
	Applicant: Mr Stapleton

	
	

	3/04/1842/FP/MHT
	Conversion of old pool and changing rooms to lecture room

	
	Bishop’s Stortford College, School House, Maze Green Road

	
	Applicant: Bishop’s Stortford College


ii. Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/04/1461/FP/TH
	Change of use to Hot Food Shop (A3) and conversion of upper floor residential to 1 No. manager’s flat and 1 No. staff flat

	
	9 – 11 Northgate End

	
	Applicant: Domino Pizza Ltd

	
	Reason:   The proposed development would encourage the parking of vehicles on a dangerous corner which would seriously compromise road safety

	
	Comment:  Members were concerned that such an establishment could exacerbate the litter problem in the area


	
	

	3/04/1585/OP/FB
	Erection of 3 No. detached dwelling houses

	
	2a and 2b Park Lane

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Sinclair and Mrs Stokes

	
	Reason:

	
	i)
	The proposed development would generate additional traffic at the end of the School drive and further exacerbate the current traffic problems at this location

	
	ii)
	Loss of amenities from over looking the occupiers of Nos. 23, 25, 27 and 29 Thorley Park Road

	
	iii)
	Over development of the site with an overbearing aspect

	
	iv)
	The scheme would not be feasible without the destruction of trees with TPOs

	
	v)
	The proposed scheme access is insufficient for the access of emergency vehicles

	
	

	3/04/1586/FP/LH
	Two storey side extension, part roof conversion

	
	47 Hadham Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs D Catton

	
	Reason:  

	
	i.
	The windows at the rear would overlook the adjacent property

	
	ii
	Over development of the site

	
	Note: Members expressed their concern at the on going boundary dispute.

	
	

	3/04/1603/FP/PB
	Laying out of car parking and construction of new access to form park and ride facility

	
	Land at Bishop’s Stortford Football Club

	
	Applicant: Bishop’s Stortford Football Club

	
	Reason:

	
	Members expressed concern at the ambiguity of some of the wording in the supporting statement and wished to ensure that the park and ride be a dedicated service to Bishop’s Stortford Town Centre only.

	
	Note: Cllr Barnes vacated the chamber during the discussion on this item.

	
	

	3/04/1704/FP/SCD
	Re-positioning of side fence

	
	14 Walnut Drive

	
	Applicant:  J R Davies

	
	Reason:  

	
	i
	Not in keeping with the street scene

	
	ii
	Detrimental to the open aspect of Thorley

	
	iii
	Dangerous ingress and egress

	
	iv
	The proposal if permitted would set an undesirable precedent

	
	Note: Members requested that this application be determined at the Development Control Committee at EHDC and not under delegated powers.


	
	

	3/04/1711/OP/MHT
	Outline permission for Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 6no apartments

	
	119-121 South Street

	
	Applicant: Clients of TES Associates

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Over bearing aspect.  Members considered that this was an unsuitably large development for the area.

	
	ii
	Loss of a retail unit.

	
	iii
	Over development of the site

	
	

	3/04/1732/LC/MHT
	Demolition of existing building on site and erection of 35 No. affordable housing flats including 9 No. independent living units

	
	Hurst Close

	
	Applicant:  Stort Valley Housing

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Visually intrusive to the houses in Windhill

	
	ii
	Over bearing aspect by virtue of its bulk and mass

	
	iii
	Difficult ingress and egress into the site with the entrance being situated on a bend which will further exacerbate the current traffic problems in the area


  Note: Members raised no objection to the demolition.

	3/04/1747/FP/CD
	Insertion of 1 No. front dormer, 3 No. side dormers and 2 No. rear dormers

	
	3 Turners Crescent

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Wells

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Over development of the site

	
	ii
	Out of keeping with the street scene

	
	iii
	Visually intrusive to neighbouring properties

	
	iv
	Loss of light to neighbouring properties

	
	v
	The proposal would set an undesirable precedent

	
	

	3/04/1789/FP/PJC
	First floor extension

	
	144 Stortford Hall Park

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Wilkins

	
	Reason:  Two storey extension onto a boundary creating a terracing effect.

	
	

	3/04/1792/FP/PJC
	Conversion of integral garage to living accommodation

	
	48 Larksway 

	
	Applicant:  Mr K Allen

	
	Reason: Contrary to Policy BS002 – The loss of garage space to living accommodation either by way of demolition or conversion to living accommodation, office or business spaces, tends to cause extra on street parking to the detriment of the street scene.


	
	

	3/04/1824/FP/PJC
	Conversion of garage to form living accommodation and alterations to car port to form garage

	
	31 Pewterers Close, St Michael’s Mead 

	
	Applicant:  Mr N Raeburn

	
	Reason: Contrary to Policy BS002 – The loss of garage space to living accommodation either by way of demolition or conversion to living accommodation, office or business spaces, tends to cause extra on street parking to the detriment of the street scene.

	
	

	3/04/1829/FP/MHT
	Part demolition/part conversion of existing offices to 5no 2 bed flats and revisions to parking for application 3/03/1446/FP

	
	Land r/o 90-96 and part of 100 South Street

	
	Applicant:  Hampden Homes Ltd

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Dangerous ingress and egress

	
	ii
	Gross over development of the site

	
	iii
	Loss of a car park

	
	

	3/04/1830/FP/MHT
	Erection of 6no 2 bed flats, and revisions to parking for application 3/03/1446/FP

	
	Land to rear of 90-100 South Street

	
	Applicant: Hampden Homes Ltd

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Dangerous ingress and egress

	
	ii
	Gross over development of the site

	
	iii
	Loss of a car park

	
	

	3/04/1853/FP/PJC
	Single storey front extension, two storey side and rear extension, internal alterations

	
	180 Heath Row

	
	Applicant: Mr and Mrs K Sullivan

	
	Reason: Over development of the site.

	
	

	3/04/1873/FP/SCD
	Proposed garage conversion + front extension to form new disabled bedroom and shower room

	
	34 Thorley Lane

	
	Applicant: Mr and Mrs Berridge

	
	Reason: Contrary to Policy BS002 – The loss of garage space to living accommodation either by way of demolition or conversion to living accommodation, office or business spaces, tends to cause extra on street parking to the detriment of the street scene.


	
	

	CDU/DT/JR

3/****-04 (CC0473)
	Proposed classroom block, replacement hard play area and additional parking spaces to enable creation of a 2Fe Primary School at The Firs School

	
	The Firs School, Scott Road

	
	Applicant:  Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Reason: Member expressed concern at the serious traffic implications for the area, especially Scott Road, Wentworth Drive and Sunningdale and the Great Hadham Road.  Members were also concerned at the road safety implications for the children.

	
	Note: Cllr Gray wished it to be noted that he voted for the objection.


iii. Deferred Application:

To note that the following application had been deferred:-  

	3/04/1535/FP/FB
	Car valeting and car storage

	
	Unit 2, Raynham Road

	
	Applicant:  Yousef Sohrabi

	
	Reason:  To ascertain precisely the intended use of the car storage and period of operation

	
	Note:  East Herts District Council confirmed that no further information had been submitted


207.
PLANNING DECISIONS


To note the attached list of planning decisions issued by East Herts District Council


208.
APPEALS

To note the following Appeal to be determined by the Public Inquiry Procedure:-

3/04/0714/FP
Residential Development Comprising 42 No. apartments, car parking and access





Bishop’s Stortford Bowling Club, 23 Hockerill Street

209.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

Development at 129 South Street

Members had been circulated with a copy of the attached letter explaining the reason for the suggested name of Robin Jeffery Court, Robin Jeffery having been an employee of 

M & D Developments who had since died.

RESOLVED:  that Robin Jeffery Court be recommended.

210.
LICENCES

None to date.

211.
EAST HERTS COUNCIL  - LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME


RESOLVED:
that this item be deferred.

212.
UP-DATED REPORTS
	a.
	Signs in Bishop’s Stortford (first raised 27/10/03)

	
	E-mail received from Mr Chris Radford – sign to be erected in late summer.

Letter sent to Mr Radford asking for illustration of design 15/4/04.  Mr Batchelor, Hertfordshire Highways, had been supplied with a copy of the Town crest in order that he can progress this matter 15/7/04.  

Advised by HCC that no funding would be available to provide any gateway signs depicting the Town Crest - cost to be defrayed by the Town Council.  Expenditure on providing new signs for the town to be considered at the budget meeting later in the year.  Note:  This item could be removed from future agenda.

	
	

	b.
	Bishop’s Stortford Signal Box  (First raised 5/1/04)

	
	Letter sent to Network Rail requesting that either the signal box be preserved and maintained or demolished (26/5/04).  Chased 21/7/04.  Chased 20/8/04. Chased 7/9/04.  Members requested that telephone contact be made with Network Rail in order to resolve this item.

	
	

	c.
	Lighting in Station Road Car Park (first raised 5/4/04)

	
	Letter to Network Rail asking for lighting in car park 15/4/04.

	
	Network Rail chased 20/8/04.  Chased 7/9/04

	
	

	d.
	Illegal Signage (first raised 24/5/04)

	
	A meeting had taken place with Peter Massie (HCC) on 23 September 2004.  Mr Massie had stated that the County Council did not currently have a formal policy to deal with the proliferation of A Boards.  He had agreed to consult with Mr Keith Williams in order to consider implementing a policy of removing A Boards, but only in circumstances where they were found to be causing an obstruction to the highway, but he had pointed out that it would be a lengthy process to implement and would not necessarily prove successful.  Members requested that the matter be taken up with EHDC to be acted upon under the unauthorised advertisement regulations.

	
	

	e.
	Condition of Footpaths and Footways in Thorley Area (first raised 12/7/04)

	
	The Chairman stated that the matter was being addressed by East Herts District Council.  However, in matters of this nature it was not practically possible to act on ‘general areas’ and the precise locations were needed.  


213.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 

Market Square – Cllr Pinnell   (25 October meeting)


Traffic Assessment – Cllr Pinnell (25 October meeting)


Encroachment of Market Stalls on South Street (25 October meeting)


EHDC Local Development scheme (11 October meeting)

214.
URGENT BUSINESS 

Jackson Square Development

The Chairman advised members that a revised scheme had been received for the above development and urged members to view the plans prior to the next meeting.
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