MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 

13 DECEMBER 2004


Cllr K Armstrong

*
Cllr K Warnell  (Chairman)


Cllr K Barnes



Cllr Miss C Woodman

*
Cllr P Demonti (V/Chair)

Cllr J Wyllie 


Cllr P Gray



Cllr A Burlton (ex-officio)

*
Cllr L Pinnell



Vacancy


Cllr Taylor


 

* denotes present

345.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr Barnes, Cllr Gray, Cllr Taylor, Cllr Miss Woodman and Cllr Wyllie.

346.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22 NOVEMBER 2004


Cllr Pinnell stated that Cllr Gray had not been in attendance and that Cllr Pinnell had tendered Cllr Gray’s apologies.  Having given effect to the above amendment it was RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 22 November 2004 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

347.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Demonti

Personal 
Application No. 3/04/2149/FP/FB


Cllr Warmell

Personal
Application No. 3/04/2149/FP/FB


Cllr Pinnell

Personal
Licences










348.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS
i) No objections were raised on the following applications:
	3/04/2128/FP/PB
	Business Park and Ride – weekly tickets for business use 52 weeks of the year and permission for use for Christmas shoppers annually for a 3 week period 10 December – 4 January

	
	Business Park & Ride Car Park, Woodside, Dunmow Road

	
	Applicant: David Harris

	
	Note:   Members would wish to see a time restriction of 7am to Midnight.

	
	

	3/04/2138/FP/FB
	Construction of 4 No. new dwellings and garages in addition to 4 No. dwellings approved under ref:  3/04/1261/FP

	
	Stortford Park Cottages

	
	Applicant: K X Howard Ltd

	
	Note:  Members would wish to see the footpath width extended to 1.5m to allow the safe passage of children and pushchairs.

	
	

	3/04/2206/FP/SCD
	Two storey side and single storey front extensions

	
	39 Prestwick Drive

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs S Monks

	
	


	3/04/2243/FP/PJC
	Retrospective application for rear bay window and single storey rear extension linking existing house to pool building erected under permitted development

	
	273 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs A Tate

	
	

	3/04/2247/FP/PB
	Conversion of part redundant former hospital building to one dwelling

	
	Hertfordshire & Essex General Hospital, Haymeads Lane

	
	Applicant: Barratt North London

	
	

	3/04/2248/LB/PB
	Conversion of part redundant former hospital building to one dwelling

	
	Hertfordshire & Essex General Hospital, Haymeads Lane

	
	Applicant: Barratt North London

	
	

	3/04/2252/FP/GH
	Sun lounge

	
	17 Windsor Gardens

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs McCullum

	
	

	3/04/2258/FP
	Second storey extension with pitched roof and conservatory

	
	6 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr P Catton

	
	

	3/04/2261/FP/CD
	Garage conversion and new detached garage

	
	21 Calverley Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Tapin

	
	

	3/04/2262/FP/PJC
	Single storey rear extension

	
	80 Heath Row

	
	Applicant: Juan Carlos Teixeira

	
	

	3/04/2269/FP/CD
	Detached rear garage with room over within roof space

	
	74 Maze Green Road

	
	Applicant: Mr and Mrs A Conti

	
	Note:

	
	i.   Members wished to ensure that the building would not become a habitable dwelling.

	
	ii.  Members expressed concern that the submitted Land Registry document was out of date and did not show the recently constructed buildings in the area.

	
	iii.  The windows on the 2nd floor would overlook adjacent properties.

	
	

	3/04/2283/FP/CD
	Revised scheme for two storey extension

	
	8 Hawthorn Rise, Thorley

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Askem

	
	

	3/04/2301/FP/PJC
	Two storey side extension and front porch and shed/oil store

	
	Chrysanthemum Cottage, Thorley Lane West

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs McRae

	
	

	3/04/2308/FN/CD
	Renewal of full permission for formation of new access and car parking area, building and rebuilding of walls

	
	Blue House, Thorley Street, Thorley

	
	Applicant:  Georgina Troman

	
	

	3/04/2329/FP/SCD
	To convert one half of a double integral garage into a general utility/playroom connecting to kitchen

	
	20 Salters

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Elliott

	
	

	3/04/2334/FP/CD
	Erection of conservatory

	
	24 Dukes Ride

	
	Applicant:  Mr F Lewis

	
	

	3/04/2340/FP/CD
	Detached double garage

	
	212 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Vincent

	
	

	3/04/2344/FP/CD
	Erection of PVCU conservatory to rear of property

	
	4 Oaktree Close, Portland Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Wassall

	
	

	3/04/2369/FP/PB
	Use of business park and ride facility on Saturdays, between 7am and 7pm on a ‘pay and display’ basis for shoppers/business vehicles

	
	Woodside Park & Ride Car Park

	
	Applicant:  David Harris

	
	

	3/04/2380/FP/MHT
	Demolition of existing properties and erection of 12 No. flats (10 x 2 bed, 2 x 1 bed)

	
	30 – 34 Elizabeth Road

	
	Applicant:  Lakemount Properties Ltd

	
	

	3/04/2389/FP/CD
	Two storey rear extension

	
	12 Oaklands Park

	
	Applicant:  Miss S King


ii. Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/04/1731/FP/MHT
	Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 35 No. affordable housing flats

	
	Hurst Close

	
	Applicant: Stort Valley Housing Association

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Visually intrusive to the houses in Windhill

	
	ii
	Over bearing aspect by virtue of its bulk and mass

	
	iii
	Difficult ingress and egress into the site with the entrance being situated on a bend which will further exacerbate the current traffic problems in the area

	
	

	3/04/2253/AD/SCD
	Standing sign

	
	5 Badgers

	
	Applicant:  Peter Abu-Jabir 

	
	Reason: The sign was considered inappropriate in a residential area.



	3/04/2255/FP/SCD
	Single storey rear and first floor side extensions

	
	16 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr P Couzens

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Over development of the site

	
	ii
	Detrimental to the residents in Sandle Road by virtue of overlooking and the over bearing aspect.

	
	

	3/04/2280/FP/TH
	Change of use from A1 to A3 restaurant

	
	3 Station Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr Baki Akbaba

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Loss of a retail unit

	
	ii
	Detrimental to the vitality and viability of the Town Centre

	
	

	3/04/2296/FP/CD
	Single storey and side extension. Dormers for loft conversion.  Car park space

	
	32 The Meadows

	
	Applicant:  M Monk

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Detrimental to the street scene

	
	ii
	Creation of a terracing effect

	
	iii
	Dormer to the front would set an undesirable precedent

	
	iv
	Members believed there may be a covenant on the site.

	
	

	3/04/2326/FP/LH
	Two storey side extension and front dormer  

	
	8 Knights Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr A Glyn

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Over bearing aspect

	
	ii
	Two storey extension onto a boundary creating a terracing effect

	
	iii
	Over development of the site

	
	iv
	Detrimental to the street scene

	
	

	3/04/2332/FP/SCD
	Up and over garage door removed and replaced by double glazed window on brick base and surround

	
	7 Hayley Bell Gardens

	
	Applicant:  William Young

	
	Reason:  Contrary to Town Council’s Policy BS002 – The loss of garage space to living accommodation, office or business spaces tends to cause extra on-street parking and to be detrimental to the street scene

	
	

	3/04/2343/OP/FB
	Outline permission for 2 No. dwellings

	
	69 Warwick Road

	
	Applicant:  The Executors of the Estate

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Detrimental to the street scene

	
	ii
	Out of keeping with the character of the road.


	
	

	3/04/2345/FP/PJC
	Two storey side extension

	
	93 Piggotts Way

	
	Applicant:  A Taylor/D Brown

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Over development of the site

	
	ii
	The loss of the garage would cause additional on street parking

	
	

	3/04/2364/OP/LH
	Outline planning permission for erection of 2 No. 1 bedroom bungalows

	
	Land rear of 1 Havers Lane

	
	Applicant:  A Charles

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Unacceptable form of back land development due to over development of the site

	
	ii
	Detrimental to the amenity of the residents of Kings Cottages and the residents of No 3 Havers Lane

	
	iii
	Dangerous ingress and egress

	
	

	3/04/2388/OP/FB
	Outline application for 1 No. dwelling 

	
	Land rear of 126 Dunnow Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Stokoe

	
	Reason:

	
	i
	Over development of a cramped site

	
	ii
	An additional dwelling in the area would exacerbate the serious traffic and parking problems in the area.



iii.   the following application was deferred:

3/04/2149/FP/FB
Construction of a new detached dwelling house.





8 Maple Avenue





Applicant: Mr and Mrs Guntrip

Reason:  Although members raised no objection when the original application was considered, a letter of objection had recently been submitted via a District Councillor and members wished all members of the Committee to consider the contents of the letter before a decision was made on the amended application.  

349.
PLANNING DECISIONS

RESOLVED: that the attached list of planning decisions be noted.

350.
APPEALS
RESOLVED: The following appeal decisions issued by the Planning Inspectorate be noted:-

3/02/2370/FP

Church Hall




St Michael’s Church, Windhill




Appellant:  St Michael’s Church PC




Decision:  Dismissed

3/03/2183/FP

B1 office unit of 196 square metres




off Raynham Road




Appellant:  Classic Manor Estates Ltd




Decision:  Allowed

3/03/2302/FP

Two storey side extension





15 Grosvenor Close, Thorley Park





Appellant:  Mr and Mrs Wood





Decision:   Allowed

3/04/0083/SV

Residential and associated development 

St Michael’s Mead, Thorley

Land to the south and west of Bishop’s Stortford 

Appellant:  Countryside Properties PLC

Decision:  Allowed

351.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

Development at 58 South Road (8 flats).


The developer had suggested the following names for the development:

Nightingale Court, Walnut Tree Court, Honeysuckle Court and Willow Court.  Members noted that all of these names were currently in use in some form in the town and were therefore not acceptable.

RESOLVED:  that Gates Court or Livingstone Court be proffered for consideration.

352.
LICENCES

RESOLVED:  the following notifications for a Transfer of Justice Licence be noted:


Coach and Horses, Thorley Street


From: 

Matthew Pritchard


To:

David Walker


The Boars Head, 30 High Street


From:

Patrick John Haynes, Anthony Paul Kavanagh, Abigail Laura McLennan and 

Keith Neil Israel


To:

Patrick John Haynes


Pizza Express, 25 North Street


From:

Allan Cook and Richard Robert Kruller


To:

Dan Whinray White and Allan Cook


Chutney Joe, 24 Hadham Road


From:

Ivor Wayne Denny


To:

Ivor Wayne Denny and Harun Khan

353.
ADDITIONAL BSTC PLANNING POLICIES

(a) Retrospective Applications

RESOLVED:  that this item be withdrawn.

(b)  Plot Development

RESOLVED:
that this item be deferred.

354.
MARKET DEVELOPMENT
RESOLVED:
that this item be deferred until early February.

355.
PARKING IN SOUTH STREET
Cllr Pinnell stated that following a recent Saturday Surgery a member of the public had complained about the regular parking of taxis outside South Street Surgery stretching along South Street to Kwik Fit.  It was felt that some form of restricted parking should be introduced to allow patients of the Doctors Surgery to park short term in the area, and in particular it was suggested some disabled parking bays should be available close to the surgery.

RESOLVED:
that the above comments be forwarded to Paul Harris, EHDC for his consideration.

356.
THE MILL SITE, STATION ROAD

Members had been circulated with the attached letter from East Herts District Council dated 22 November 2004.

RESOLVED:  that the contents of the letter be noted.

357.
EAST HERTS COUNCIL: AFFORDABLE HOUSING SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT – CONSULTATION


Members had been circulated with the attached document from East Herts Council dated 

1 November 2004.

RESOLVED:
that the document be noted.

358.
TOWN SIGNS

Members had been circulated with a copy of an email from Helen McCormick of Mouchel Parkman advising members that two ‘Welcome to Bishop’s Stortford’ signs similar to the one on the Hadham Road had become available.  She had suggested that they be erected on Thorley Street to the South of the Whittington Way traffic lights and on the Dunmow Road outside the Golf Club.

RESOLVED:
that the sites, as suggested, be approved.

359.
UP-DATED REPORTS
	a.
	Illegal Signage (first raised 24/5/04)

	
	Letter sent to Mr Day, Planning Enforcement Officer (EHDC) on 28 September 04. To receive attached letter, dated 30 September 2004.  Letter to Cllr Mrs Mary Bayes seeking support.  Reply received 15/11/04, copied to members.  Letter to Cllr Mrs Mary Bayes asking her to visit the Town 23/11/04. Awaiting reply. 

	
	

	b.
	Conversion of Garages (first raised 15/11/04)

	
	Letter of objection to conversion of garages to Mr Hodgeson, Assistant Director of Planning, East Herts District Council 24/11/04.  Awaiting reply.

	
	

	c.
	Bishop’s Stortford Town Council Planning Policy BS005 (first raised 22/11/04)

Letter to Stanley Tee 6/12/04.  Awaiting reply.


360.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
· Additional Bishop’s Stortford Town Council Planning Policy on Plot Development (Cllr Pinnell)       

· Market Development (Cllr Demonti) (Early February)

· East of England Regional Assembly Plan

· East Herts Local Plan

· Invitation to Market Beadle to attend a meeting in January

· Parking of vehicles on the pavement (Cllr Demonti)

361.
URGENT BUSINESS 

Ladies Toilet in Market Square

Cllr Pinnell stated that the Town Centre Manager had requested that the Ladies toilet in Market Square be closed immediately until such time that a suitable repair was carried out.  She had noted that in one cubicle the seat and the lower door were broken and in the other cubicle there was no seat or chain and the door lock was broken.  She had also noted that there was no available hot water. 

Pot Holes in Raynham Road

Cllr Warnell advised members that he had recently reported to Hertfordshire Highway via their website potholes on the Raynham Road.  He was very pleased to note that he received an immediate response and the holes were filled in the next day.  Unfortunately the holes had been filled with soft tarmac.
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