 MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 16 JUNE 2003

*
Cllr K Armstrong

*
Cllr K Warnell


*
Cllr K Barnes


*
Cllr G White

*
Cllr P Demonti


*
Cllr Miss C Woodman (Vice-Chairman)

*
Cllr P Gray


*
Cllr J Wyllie (Chairman)

*
Cllr L Pinnell



Cllr R Gilbert (ex-officio)

*
Cllr Taylor


 

* denotes presents

71.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.

72.
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 2 JUNE 2003
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 2 June 2003 be confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

73.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllr Demonti   Personal    

Planning Application
3/03/0796/FP/3MR









3/03/0977/FP/3JS







Cllr Warnell    Personal    

Planning Application
3/03/0796/FP/3MR



           Personal & Prejudicial
Planning Application
3/03/0951FP/3JS


Cllr Miss Woodman       Personal
Planning Application
3/03/0922/FP/3LH

Cllr Pinnell     Personal 


Planning Application
3/03/0977/FP/3JS





Agenda Item 8 - Licences

74.
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS


1.
No objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/03/0653/FP/3LH
	Two storey rear extension

	
	33 Havers Lane

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs D Reed

	
	

	3/03/0691/FP/3MHT
	First floor extension to existing bungalow

	
	204 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr G Drake

	
	Comment:  No yellow notice was displayed on the application site.  East Herts District Council was requested to notify immediate neighbours

	
	

	3/03/0796/FP/3MR
	Two storey and single storey rear extension

	
	9 Lindsey Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr G Coates and Miss J Barclay


	3/03/0832/FP/3LH
	Single storey rear extension

	
	233 Stansted Road

	
	Applicant:  R Millea

	
	

	3/03/0857/FP/3LH
	Single storey rear extension

	
	133 Cannons Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Clark

	
	

	3/03/0910/FP/3LH
	UPVC conservatory

	
	4 Northolt Avenue

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Carlsson

	
	

	3/03/0911/FP/3JS
	UPVC conservatory

	
	26 Hedgerows

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Williams

	
	

	3/03/0920/FP/32PB
	Erection of dwelling – revised scheme

	
	Land adjoining 61 Apton Road

	
	Applicant: Mr K Morrison

	
	

	3/03/0922/FP/3LH
	Single storey rear extension

	
	21 Dukes Ride

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs P Brady

	
	

	3/03/0925/FP/3PJC
	Single storey side and front extension

	
	18 Heath Row

	
	Applicant:  Mr P Stapleton

	
	

	3/03/0939/FP/2MHT
	Chelmsford House, new external door, St Albans Hall, new entrance to WCs

	
	Hockerill Anglo-European College, Dunmow Road

	
	Applicant:  Hockerill Anglo-European College

	
	

	3/03/0940/LB/3MHT
	1. Chelmsford House, enlargement of existing window to from new external door.  2.  St Albans Hall, new entrance and refurbishment to changing rooms and WCs, including disabled WCs and disabled access.

	
	Hockerill Anglo-European College, Dunmow Road

	
	Applicant:  Hockerill Anglo-European College

	
	

	3/03/0941/AD/3PJC
	2 No. main fascia signs.  1 No. totem sign

	
	105 Dunmow Road

	
	Applicant:  ATS Euromaster

	
	

	3/03/0958/FP/FB
	Single storey rear extension

	
	21 Grange Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Hansard

	
	

	3/03/0973/FP/3PJC
	Two storey rear extension

	
	9 Grailands

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Smith 

	
	

	3/03/0978/FP/3LH
	New garage (replacing existing) including WC/utility annex

	
	addition

	
	33 Cannons Close

	
	Applicant:  Mr Fiander


	
	

	3/03/0995/FP/3LH
	Single storey rear extension

	
	32 Bartholomew Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr S Matthews


(ii) Objections were raised on the following applications:

	3/03/0693/FP/3LH
	2 storey rear extension

	
	1 Marguerite Way

	
	Applicant:   Mr C Valder

	
	Reason: 

	
	i)
	Over development of the site 

	
	ii)
	Detrimental to the amenities of the occupiers of No. 2 Marguerite Way 

	
	Comment:  To seek confirmation that planning permission had been obtained for the swimming pool

	
	

	3/03/0865/OP/2MHT
	One house

	
	Crown Terrace

	
	Applicant: Mr G Greene

	
	Reason: 

	
	i)
	Totally inappropriate development

	
	ii)
	Detrimental to the area in general and more particular to the immediate properties

	
	iii)
	Over intensification of the site

	
	iv)
	Would set an undesirable precedent for further unwanted developments

	
	

	3/03/0871/FP/3LH
	First storey side extension of garage

	
	16 Hayley Bell Gardens

	
	Applicant: Mr and Mrs Brown

	
	Reason: The cramped development would create a terracing effect and would be contrary to policy BE5 of the East Herts Local Plan 

	
	

	3/03/0878/FP/PC
	Two storey side and single storey rear extension

	
	19 Penningtons

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Brown

	
	Reason:  

	
	i)
	Loss of garage facilities

	
	ii)
	Over development of site

	
	iii)
	Inadequate parking provision would result from the proposed development

	
	Comment:  Members questioned the ownership of the strip of land adjacent to the existing garage which had been raised in a letter of objection received from the occupiers of No. 21 Penningtons

	
	

	3/03/0907/FP/3JS
	Conversion of garage to habitable room

	
	35 Grace Gardens

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs Roberts

	
	Reason:  The proposed conversion would be contrary to the Town Council’s Policy 02 and BE5 of the East Herts Local Plan  

	
	

	3/03/0912/FP/2MHT
	Single storey extension and pitched roof

	
	1 Snowley Parade

	
	Applicant: Mrs N Patel – Williamsons Chemist

	
	Reason:  Loss of two car parking spaces and/or unloading space

	
	

	
	

	3/03/0932/FP/3PJC
	Single storey rear extension

	
	47 Havers Lane

	
	Applicant:  Mr and Mrs J Godfrey

	
	Reason:  The proposed extension by virtue of its size, bulk and being situated within one metre of the boundary fence, would be overbearing and lead to a loss of amenity to the adjoining neighbours

	
	

	3/03/0961/FP/3JS
	Garage conversion to bedroom

	
	20 Clover Avenue, Bishop’s Gate

	
	Applicant:  Mr G Amin

	
	Reason:  The proposed conversion would be contrary to the Town Council’s Policy 02

	
	

	3/03/0977/FP/3JS
	Single storey rear extension

	
	78 Havers Lane

	
	Applicant:  Mr D Ringsell

	
	Reason:  

	
	i)
	The proposed development would be over intensive for the site

	
	ii)
	The bulk and size of the extension would be over bearing and would result in the loss of light to the immediate neighbour in No. 76 Havers Lane

	
	

	3/03/0989/FP/3GH
	Extension over garage

	
	86 Thornbera Road

	
	Applicant:  Mr M Regan

	
	Reason:  The two storey extension being within one metre of the boundary fence would be contrary to Policy BE5 of the East Herts Local Plan


iii)  The following applications were deferred:-


RESOLVED:  that the following applications be deferred:-

3/03/0900/FP/3FB
Erection of detached double garage


Bourne Brook House, Farnham Road


Applicant:  Mr D Gimigliano

3/03/0951/FP/3JS
I No. front dormer window in garage roof


31 Mayfield Park, Thorley


Applicant:  Mr D Lambe

75.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Comments:  

(i)  Application No. 3/03/0129/FP
Single storey rear extension and front porch






25 Prestwick Drive

No Town Council decision recorded

(ii)  Cllr Pinnell sought confirmation as to whether there had been any refusals as the decision list only referred to the applications granted

76.
APPEALS

To note the following appeal to be decided by the written representation procedure:-

3/02/2166/FP/MHT
Two storey side and rear extension with a pitched tiled roof





17 Ashdale, Thorley Park





Appellant:  Mr and Mrs D Philcox

77.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING

None to date.

78.
LICENCES

To note the following application for Justice Licences:-

12, Station Road
A letter had been from Hertfordshire Magistrates Court to notify the Town Council that the hearing would be held on 15 July 2003

Cllr Armstrong asked that for the benefit of new members the background with regard to the above be circulated and the matter be referred to the next meeting.


79.
TRAFFIC SPEEDS – THORLEY HILL
The Clerk referred members to a comment made by a parishioner at a recent Saturday Surgery when concern had been expressed regarding the excessive speeds of motorists in Thorley Hill with a request that the Police be requested to operate speed checks.  The Police had responded verbally to say that occasional checks were carried out but a more permanent solution for consideration could be the introduction of traffic calming measures.  The general consensus of opinion was that random visits by the Police and the operation of the speed gun would be preferable to any traffic calming measures, which members felt would only exacerbate the current problem.
RESOLVED:   that the Clerk request the Police to operate more frequent use of the radar gun in Thorley Hill 

80.
UPDATED REPORTS

	i)
	Benefit Office (first raised Town Council 17/3/03)

	
	To be referred to the Town Council for comments

	
	

	ii)
	Listed Buildings Recommendations (first raised Listed Buildings Sub-Committee 22/10/01)

	
	Letter received from Mr Welburn.  Further letter sent (7/5/03) with request for specific information on the sites recommended.  Response awaited.

	
	

	iii)
	Junior Motorcycling – Northern Country Park (first raised 24/3/03)

	
	To be discussed with Mr Ian Sharratt (East Herts District Council) at a meeting to be re-convened from 12 June 2003.

	
	

	iv)
	Royal Mail Postage Collections (first raised Town Council 17/3/03)

	
	Response awaited from the Customer Service Advisor.


	v)
	Reflective Signage on Pinch Points - Thorley

	
	To note that the matter had been satisfactorily concluded .

	
	

	vi)
	Fencing – Thoeley Green Wedge - (first raised 19 May 2003)

	
	To note that a letter had been sent to the East Herts District Council with regard to the unevenness of the fence height.  The Clerk drew attention to the contour of the land at this location and suggested that no further action be taken.  Members concurred.  

	
	

	vii)
	Vandalism of Bus Shelters and Telephone Boxes (first raised 19 May 2003)

	
	Clerk to write to Adshel and the Post Office to suggest a more durable material be used in the structure (polycarbonate) to reduce the incidents of vandalism.

	
	

	viii)
	Causeway Stream Fencing – Minute 484 Planning & Environment (first raised 22/4/03)

	
	Members were referred to the concerns expressed by members and were asked to consider a quotation supplied by Sodexho to erect a trip rail along the edge of the bank.  Members were of the opinion that any fencing along this stretch of the stream would be unsuitable.

	
	

	ix)
	Anchor Street Leisure Complex – Min 66

	
	The Clerk informed members that the Town Centre Manager, Janine Garner, had with Mr Stuart Harwood Clark (East Herts District Council), visited the Leisure Complex and met with the Managing Agents.  Pictorial evidence of the cleanliness of the area was tabled for members’ information.  The Chairman stated that the main cause for concern was the condition of the tiles.  An offer to power wash the concourse at a cost of £150 had been declined by East Herts District Council, the Managing Agent and the tenants.

	
	

	x)
	Bus Routes – Min 69 (i)

	
	Mr David Neilan had confirmed that another company had agreed to take over the service.


81.
URGENT BUSINESS

(i)  Environmental Maintenance

Concern was expressed at the lack of grass cutting in larger areas of the Town and the danger posed to motorists form overgrown hedgerows and bushes obscuring road signs.  Clerk to write to East Herts District Council and Hertfordshire Highways.

(ii)  Causeway Stream

Reference was made to discussions which had taken place over the last few years on the proposals by the Environment Agency and East Herts District Council to address the flooding problem on the River Stort and the lack of water in the stream fronting the Causeway.  

The Clerk was asked to ascertain from the Environment Agency the current position on its proposals. 

(iii)  Harlow Options Study  

To note that a meeting would be held on Friday 20 June 2003 to consider the Draft Final Report of the Study.  The study had been undertaken to assist in the preparation of the Draft Regional Planning Guidance for the East of England (RPG 14).  Comments on the study were requested to be submitted on or before 1 August 2003.

82.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA
Presentation by Paul Rossington and Miranda Steward be arranged for 30 June 2003, to be confirmed.
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